


A Corporate Act of Prayer
Members of the Society are encouraged to join together in saying the following Collect
at the same time in their own homes, at 10.00 p.m. each Sunday evening.

THE COLLECT OF THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
O LORD, we beseech thee, let thy continual pity cleanse and defend
thy Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without thy
succour, preserve it evermore by thy help and goodness; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Poetry Competition
In the last edition, entries were invited for a
competition for the best poem on the theme
‘The beauty of holiness’ in any form or style.
Some entries will be found dispersed
throughout this edition and the next. 
The winner has already been informed but
readers of The Prayer Book Today will have to wait
until the next edition to find out who it is!

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:

PBS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2017

‘Untapped wells of living water: Neglected
pastoral resources in the BCP’

Thursday, 7th–Saturday, 9th September 2017
Girton College, Cambridge



The value of worshippers each having a copy of
the Prayer Book ‘in hand’ is one with some
historical pedigree and significance for the

Church of England. In her study of the Prayer Book
in the Elizabethan and early Stuart era, Judith Maltby
examines the circulation and availability of Prayer
Books at that time. She notes the steady influence of
the Prayer Book in the first instance in clauses from
the burial service finding their way into written wills
in 1598. She goes on to chart records indicating the
charitable distribution of Prayer Books en bloc to
parishioners and considers the evidence and
influence of its private use at home by individuals in
the Stuart and later Commonwealth period. Such was
the desire for Prayer Books that Maltby identifies a
case from 1634-35 in which a bookseller and
customs officer were charged with illegally
importing them, concluding that ‘The profit to be
made from the public demand for copies of the Book
of Common Prayer was enough to justify the risk of
smuggling.’

What can have been the historical value of
ownership of the Book of Common Prayer and how
did it influence those who used it? Unlike secular
texts, liturgical works are produced to be used as
opposed to only being read. Such use and exposure
produced a familiarity with the texts, not only for
use in congregational responses, but also as words
accompanying various actions and movements by
priests and people in worship and in the life of the
worshipper. Martin Thornton, in his appreciation of
the Prayer Book and its contribution to English
Spirituality, observes that when we speak of someone
‘going to church’ we often refer to them as taking
part in a ‘service’. The very term ‘service’, argues
Thornton, has come to suggest participation in one
of ‘a series of heterogeneous rites for various times
and occasions’.

For Thornton the Prayer Book should be
understood on the basis of what he describes as 
‘an integrated religious life’ which envisages a
marriage of religious observation and domestic
routine where the Prayer Book ‘is something to be
found not neatly stacked in the church bookcase but
in the kitchen and in one’s pocket’. Such was the
extent of the use and familiarity with the Prayer Book
both at home and in church that the rhythm of daily

prayer and domestic family life did become
intertwined. As Wickham Legg observed, 
‘the domestic reading of the pith and marrow of the
divine service, the daily psalms and lessons, persisted
in many families till after the middle of the
nineteenth century’.

For Thornton the dynamic goes beyond merely
‘knowing the texts well’, as he suggests regular
attendance at various individual services, even over
years, does not necessarily lead to an appreciation of
their being interconnected. Yet, he argues ‘…it is
impossible to say Mattins privately, or as family
prayer, without reaching the conclusion that the
Collect for the day is to be found with the Eucharistic
Epistles and Gospels: there is an immediate
connection. The Book grows into a system: regularity
of worship leads into Continuity of Christian living.’
Indeed, Alan Bennett reflected on this in noting that
‘…the Prayer Book is so bound up…with
memories—memories of childhood, of marriages
and baptisms, births and deaths. And that is as it
should be.’ This understanding can be seen to have
reached its apex during the Caroline era when, 
in common with the Preface of the Prayer Book,
Thornton observes, ‘Taylor, Laud, Hooker, Prideaux
and nearly everyone else, speak of the “liturgy”—in
the singular—in this composite sense. The liturgy is
not a service but a system.’

This kind of appreciation, this osmosis of the
Prayer Book into the life of the English people, was
not restricted to a particular class or social grouping.
In a hierarchical and patriarchal society that would
have been as evident in working life as in the
ordering of Church pews, it can be argued that the
Book of Common Prayer provided for a common
culture and to some degree a shared experience that
uniquely transcended the traditional divides of class,
age and gender. It was the book of the people, it was
the book for all people and it embodied the prayer of
the Church militant. Indeed, Thornton suggests that
one of the great failings of the Oxford Movement
was to try and re-introduce the notion of the Prayer
Book, and in particular the daily Offices, as being the
‘priest’s office’ as it had been in Medieval times. 
The Prayer Book embodied the prayer of the whole
Church. 

Prayer Book Ownership and the
Christian Life

Edward Martin
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Such is the corporate nature, value and
identification with the Prayer Book as a system and as
a culture in which it is seen in its entirety as the
English liturgy. The recent trend and move away from
this understanding of a ‘liturgy’ to a multi-volume
series of ‘liturgies’ inhibits the appreciation and 
re-discovery of the Prayer Book legacy. The danger, 
as Henry McAdoo foresaw it, was to return to a
situation where only certain parts of the liturgy are
known, owned and practised by various social and
ecclesiastical groupings, often with little relation or
reference to each other. One can but wonder if the
present liturgical provision has, unknowing, set this
trend in motion such that we now have returned to
the Medieval framework with the Prayer Book once
again spilt into Missal, Breviary and Prymer. 

The point must be made, then, that for this
legacy to be re-presented, as George Guiver suggests,
in order that we might better evaluate our current
liturgical provision and examine our unity and
heritage, then use of Book of Common Prayer in its
entirety must be protected and encouraged for the
good of the Church of England.

Fr Edward Martin SSC is Priest-in-Charge 
of St Augustine’s and St Andrew’s in Great Grimsby.

The prie-dieu in the Garden
of Gethsemane

Two flowers embracing;
Their stem crushed and leaf bruised.
Petals, stigma, stamen –
The organs of love,
Fed, only by Divine Dew,
Lay fallen, like blood upon the grass,
Where the lovers had grown
Blooming unmolested until He knelt,
Thinking of the Cup which was to come.

Two flowers found.
Not by tourists gazing;
Nor by crofters
Visiting Zion for the Feast.
But by a boy-child;
A shepherd playing hookey,
To look after his father’s sheep
Whilst a priest was out looking for flowers
To adorn his own special altar
On which he was to sacrifice – the lamb.

Two flowers lifeless
But willingly sacrificed
Before He paid the debt.
David found the blooms
And took them home, clutched to his breast.     

Two flowers entwined, to decorate his humble
home.

The bouquet of death; the odour of potential,
Filling the air with the sweetness of the Garden
Where His sweat fell as His Holy Knees
Prayed that they would be strong
And shake little as the horror unfolded.

Darkness fell upon the blooms.
The Knees remained unbroken.
‘He is already dead, sir!’
‘Well, let them take Him, then, to bury
According to their customs.
You take His tunic; I’ll buy the first round!’
The walk to Golgotha always raises a thirst
For a chalice of bitterness.

Michael Speight
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Often to be found on the page preceding
Morning Prayer is a small paragraph of some
55 words which is often referred to as the

Ornaments’ Rubric. It says:

And here is to be noted, that such Ornaments of
the Church, and of the Ministers thereof, at all
Times of their Ministration, shall be retained,
and be in use, as they were in this Church of
England, by the Authority of Parliament, in the
Second Year of the Reign of King Edward the
Sixth.

Now, the second year of Edward’s reign ended
on 27th January 1549; the first of Cranmer’s Prayer
Books didn’t come into use until Whitsunday of that
year, which occurred on 9th June. The requirements
of the Ornaments’ Rubric were demanded in the
Elizabethan Prayer Book of 1559 and the Savoy
Conference Book of James I (1604). The rubric is an
extract from the Elizabethan Act of Uniformity, but it
has been argued that the text of the rubric breaks off
in the middle of a sentence. The Act continued with
the words:

…until other order shall be therein taken by
The Queen’s Majesty with the advice of her
commissioners appointed and authorized under
the great Seal of England for ecclesiastical causes,
or of the metropolitan of this realm.

In the Church of England, up to Whitsunday
1549 the Sarum Rite would have been celebrated in
Latin and the clergy would have worn albs, maniples,
stoles, chasubles, dalmatics, tunicles, copes and
mitres. These would have used candles, crosses,
crucifixes, banners, thuribles, etc. Church
furnishings, such as altar frontals, pulpit falls, funeral
palls, etc. would have been of the highest quality.  

While Thomas Cranmer’s Holy Communion Rite
did not come into effect until Whitsunday, the Act of
Parliament that authorised the use of the Book was
approved by parliament on 21st January. It has been
claimed that this Act legalises the vestments of the
Sarum Rite which were actually in use in the second
year, but, by contrast, some authorities accepted that
the Act referred to the vestments ordered in the first
Edwardine Prayer Book.  

In April 1559 Bishop Edwin Sandys (1519-

1588), successively of Worcester, London and York,
gave his interpretation of the Ornaments’ Rubric.
In this he declared that, while the wearing of
vestments was not illegal, clergy were not forced to
use them. They were to be retained in churches until
the Queen gave further instructions. Later that year
the Queen issued an Injunction which required
churchwardens to deliver to her officers an inventory
of ‘vestments, copes or other ornaments, plate, books
and especially of grails, couchers, legends,
processions, hymnals, manuals, portuals and such
like, appertaining to their respective churches’.  
In 1566 Archbishop Matthew Parker (1504-1575)
gave instruction that Anglican clergy should wear
cassocks and surplices, and copes in cathedrals and
collegiate churches. Canon Law, promulgated in
1604, made Parker’s instructions legally binding, and
with minor adjustment these statutes have remained
in law until the twentieth century.

From the time of the Oxford Movement in the
nineteenth century the legal interpretation of the
Ornaments’ Rubric has been challenged. The new
breed of Anglo-Catholics, as ‘High Church’ men
came to be called, argued for a re-introduction of
traditional Eucharistic vestments. By contrast the
Evangelical wing of the Church insisted on the
wearing of choir habit for all public worship but did
allow the use of copes in cathedrals and collegiate
churches. With alterations to Canon Law in 1969 the
wearing of vestments became legally allowable.

One important authority in this debate was the
Revd (later Revd Canon Dr) Percy Dearmer (1867-
1936). In 1899 he published The Parson’s Handbook. 
In general agreement with those who advocated a
return to the ritual and ceremonial of the pre-
Reformation Church, Dearmer argued cogently for a
resumption of the English Usage, not the post-
Tridentine Roman Catholic liturgy. His intention was
to establish sound Anglo-Catholic liturgical practices
in the native English tradition, practices which were
also in full accord with the rites of the Book of
Common Prayer and the canons and rubrics that
governed its use. He hoped thereby to save the
Church from attack by Evangelical fundamentalists
who intensely objected to such practices. 
One example of Dearmer’s advocacy of the English
tradition was his insistence that the use of a row of
six candlesticks above the altar is pure Romanism. 
He argued that an altar with two candlesticks is more
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dignified and more beautiful.  
A strong adherence to the letter of the law

would, in Dearmer’s opinion, make the Church safe
from attacks by those who led demonstrations,
interrupted divine worship and battled in the courts
for a suppression of ritualism and sacerdotalism.
While concerned in general with ritual and
ceremonial, The Parson’s Handbook strongly advocated a
return of art and beauty into worship.  

Percy Dearmer made it clear that all Anglican
clergy were subservient to the Parliamentary
legislation expressed in the Ornaments’ Rubric and
were in breach of its requirements if they did not
continue to conduct divine worship as Church of
England clergy had done in the days of King Henry;
that is, as before the influences of Cranmer and other
Protestant reformers began to take effect.

In our modern times there is much greater
flexibility in corporate worship, and the disruptive
activities in Dearmer’s times of the likes of the anti-
ritualist and polemicist John Kensit (1853-1602) are
thankfully over. However, there are still occasions
when clamorous and vocal opponents of Anglo-
Catholic ritual foregather, often at shrines such as
Our Lady of Walsingham, especially when high
officials in the Church, such as members of the
Episcopate, take an active part. 

Dr David Fuller was a founder member of the Blackburn
Branch of the Prayer Book Society. He is a Licensed Lay Leader in
the Scottish Episcopal Church, Diocese of Argyll and The Isles. 
He lives in retirement on the Isle of Mull.

Sonnet for God
What if that tree had not grown there,
That star not shone
That king not reigned,
What then would mankind have gained.
Window light and candle light illuminate the
mystery.

Walls so soaked in prayer
Tell out the history.
The endless falling of knees,
The hearts lifted;
Oh Lord we aim to please.
Forgive us when we fail
And look elsewhere.
Grant we might return
To you, the always there.

Jane Moth

The Beauty of Holiness: 
All Saints, Appley Bridge

No ‘frowsty barn’ worth visiting by poets,
The ceiling polystyrene-tiled and low,
The sort of modern, nineteen-eighties church,
this, 

To which few cycling dons would choose to go.

Nought here to lure a Betjeman or Pevsner,
Except maybe the Isherwoods – so black 
That Passiontide’s the only time we hang them,
Dark gifts bestowed by Molly some years back.

We see them now on this late Lenten Sunday, 
Our church’s claim to art that can inspire,
But taste for paintings so dark and forbidding
Is something that not many can acquire.

If there be beauty here, it’s not in paintings,
Nor pallid stained-glass windows, nor the font,
Nor breeze-blocks hardly hallowed by the
decades;

The radiators lack the charm you want.

It’s in the holiness that there is beauty,
Or rather, in the hope of holiness,
In those who meekly kneel to start their worship,
With rent hearts and transgressions to confess.

This building, both so modern and so modest,
Is where we use words ancient and sublime
To draw near God, ‘to whom all hearts be open’,
And pray to him to ‘give peace in our time’.

Now Molly is no longer in our number
Of two or three who gather monthly here,
Still seeking, as throughout all generations,
His mercy on them who our God still fear.

‘The church is not the building but the people.’
For all God’s mercies, we shew forth His praise,
And find here words of beauty to inspire us
To walk in holiness for all our days.

G. M. Lyon
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The second of the Comfortable Words: ‘So God
loved the world that he gave his only-begotten
Son, to the end that all that believe in him

should not perish but have everlasting life.’ 
This apparent archaism is at odds with nearly every
Bible translation, including Tyndale and the
Authorized Version. And any modern one will, 
of course, have something along the lines of ‘God so
loved the world…’.  Some go further in making the
point, ‘For God loved the world so much’, and in one
designed for those who use English as a second
language we read, ‘God loved the world so very, very
much…’. 

‘That he gave his only begotten Son…’. And you
think to yourself, ‘Well, thank you very much, God,
but actually, if it’s all the same with you, could I
suggest a rather different gift? It will cost you rather
less, but I would appreciate it a good deal more. 
I’ll go for a few million pounds, excellent health, and
devastating good looks, please.’ When brought up
short and reminded that this is about the whole
world and not just me, I’m tempted to reply, 
‘Yes, great, much appreciated; but if it’s all the same
with you, couldn’t we instead have World Peace,
Moral Enlightenment, and the End of All Disease?’

The Prayer Book phrase may, almost universally,
be instantly changed, but it is altogether closer to
what John 3.16 actually says. That famous verse does
not say, ‘God loved the world so much that he gave his
only Son’ but ‘Thus [or, in this manner] God loved
the world…’.  Check the Greek if
you have doubts: ‘ουτως γαρ
ηγαπησεν ο θεος’. This is how God
has loved the world. And if you
don’t like it, that’s that; it is not a
suggestion, nor one of several
options to choose from; this is
how God has loved the world.  

True, if we were setting out,
now, to draw up the best religion,
this is not how we would devise it.
If we were building what you
might call a Sensible Religion—
like Islam or Puritanism,
perhaps—we would not have God
making a gift of his Son. In a
world where God favours good
people, where moral living is

rewarded, and where the wicked are (though God is
merciful and compassionate) punished for their
wickedness, such a gift is, frankly, odd.The idea that
good people are rewarded for their goodness, and
that it is they who will be admitted to heaven, makes
sense, and as a theological explanation is extremely
popular. But it is not what this verse from John’s
gospel is speaking about.

Instead, this is how God loves the world: he gave
his only Son, so that any who believe in him should
not perish but have eternal life. This is the great
mystery of our faith, and this succinct summary sets
it before us.What we make of it, how we understand
it, how we respond, is all part of our Christian
discipleship. But it is a given: it is not for us to
redefine the gospel.This is how God loved the world.
And in the Prayer Book service of Holy Communion,
this truth is pronounced, by way of comfort after our
confession of sins. Even sinners, we are assured, can
be saved and brought to eternal life. It is not about
being rewarded; it is about being offered salvation
even when there is no hope of reward.  

When first I celebrated 1662 Holy Communion,
I made the standard change when reciting the
Comfortable Words. Now, I am grateful for Cranmer’s
wisdom.  And if this means that I must, from time to
time, preach a sermon to explain, again that is all to
the good.

Nicholas Turner is Curate of Broughton,
Marton & Thornton in the Diocese of Leeds.

So God loved
Nicholas Turner



Easter joy was muted at Bath Abbey this year
following news of a plan to scrap the Sunday
morning Choral Mattins service which has

been central to the religious life of regular
worshippers for more than 400 years.

The decision was announced by the abbey’s
rector, the Revd Preb. Edward Mason, who, without
consulting members of the congregation, declared
that the abbey’s worship should be ‘rooted,
contemporary and visionary’, decreeing that Choral
Mattins is to be replaced with a modern-language
Sung Eucharist.

Ann Taylor, who has attended Mattins at Bath
Abbey for more than twenty years, says that members
of the congregation were shocked by the
announcement, which came out of the blue only five
years after an extensive consultation. 

‘That led to an assurance in 2012 that, because
the overwhelming majority of the regular
congregation of more than 100 people preferred
Choral Mattins from the Book of Common Prayer,
the beautiful Prayer Book liturgy and music of Choral
Mattins would be retained,’ she recalls.

An unnamed regular attender at Mattins, who is
a member of the Prayer Book Society, said: 
‘This year’s unexpected volte face has caused huge
distress. I speak for many when I say that the
congregation received with immense sorrow the
news that they are to lose a liturgy which is so
precious and special to many of us in the
profoundest, most spiritual sense.’

According to a member of the PCC who was
present during the meeting at which the decision
was made, there was no actual vote on the matter.
Only one member of the regular Mattins
congregation was represented on the PCC so the
change from Mattins to a Sung Eucharist was simply
announced.

Ann believes that ‘fashion’ is the real reason for
the change. ‘Mattins is thought by Bath Abbey’s
hierarchy to be unfashionable so it believes it should
conform to fashion and replace the service with a
modern-language Eucharist,’ she says.

But John Service, the Prayer Book Society’s
Churches and Clergy Co-ordinator, who works
closely with churches and theological colleges across
the country, says the reverse is true.

‘Mattins, as well as other services within the

Book of Common Prayer, is becoming increasingly
popular with many of the young clergy of
tomorrow,’ he reports. ‘The record number of men
and women being ordained to minister in churches
across the country—almost 1,000 in the past year—
is being reflected by growing interest in Prayer Book
services. A surprising number of today’s theological
students come from families which either were not
churchgoers at all or, if they were, services were
limited to contemporary forms of service, such as
Common Worship. Now many of them are
discovering the Prayer Book for the first time and
embracing it enthusiastically, so you could say it is
actually becoming more fashionable.’

Retired schoolmaster Chris Jefferies makes the
point that, as a magnet for thousands of tourists from
all over the world, the abbey attracts numerous casual
worshippers, adding: ‘They are very welcome but, as
many of them are not baptised or confirmed, they
will be excluded from the central act of receiving
consecrated bread and wine during the Eucharist set
to replace Mattins as our main Sunday service. That is
another good reason for retaining Mattins, a service
in which they can participate as fully as anyone else.’

Bath Abbey’s Easter joy muted
by the end of Choral Mattins
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Nestling in the depths of rural
Northamptonshire, the Priory Church at
Canons Ashby (a popular National Trust

property) has for some years now been enjoying a
series of traditional 1662 Choral Evensongs during
the summer months. Instigated by Laura Malpas,
recently Visitor Manager at Canons Ashby, these
Evensongs are a rare liturgical oasis, bringing the
beauty of the 1662 Prayer Book alive in a part of the
country where (like elsewhere) the tide of utilitarian
liturgical language threatens to take hold.

Providing music for these Evensongs is the Fiori
Musicali Choir (an important limb of Fiori
Musicali—an established period instrument
ensemble who specialise in bringing world-class
music to beautiful settings in and around
Northamptonshire.) Fiori are one of the main
providers of classical and early music concerts

outside London, and their passion for bringing the
musical past to life, which they have been doing for
over three decades, sees them performing to
thousands of music lovers annually. And over recent
summers the unsung Priory Church at Canons Ashby
(which is all that is now left of a substantial
Augustinian monastic establishment) has been
packed to capacity with standing room only for
Fiori’s Choral Evensongs there.  

Part of the National Trust property at Canons
Ashby, the church is itself a ‘peculiar’, standing
outside normal episcopal jurisdiction. The re-
introduction of full Prayer Book Choral Evensongs
over the last few summers, however, chimes well
with the ethos of the House, a fine Tudor manor
house (with strong associations to the Dryden
family) that stands in all its Elizabethan glory just
across the road. In keeping with such a historical
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Choral Evensongs in National
Trust Priory Church at Canons
Ashby 

Penelope Rapson

The Priory Church at Canons Ashby
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spot, the music filling this little church for Evensong
(and leading not only the congregation in worship
but also the resident bats) is more often than not
Tudor. Byrd and Tallis feature large, but the Fiori
Choir also stray into later centuries, presenting the
music of Jacobean and Restoration composers too,
with occasional forays into later repertoire. Readings
are taken from the King James Bible, and a
particular attraction is the list of distinguished
guest preachers. The prelates at Canons Ashby
this summer are an impressive roll call. 
On 23rd April we had the Rt Revd John
Holbrook, Bishop of Brixworth, followed in
May by the Ven. John Duncan, former

Archdeacon of Birmingham. Then on 18th June the
Priory Church is delighted to welcome the Very Revd
David Ison, Dean of St Paul’s, while July sees a visit
by the Ven. David Meara, former Archdeacon of
London. On 20th August the series of Evensongs
concludes with the Revd Canon Peter Moger,
Precentor of York Minster.  

With such a line-up of pre-eminent churchmen,
beautiful choral music and a historically intriguing
Augustinian church in a National Trust setting, it is
no wonder that these Evensongs are drawing people
to this secluded corner of Northamptonshire to
participate in and become absorbed by the
wonderfully powerful and noble language of the
Book of Common Prayer.   

Dr Penelope Rapson is Artistic Director of Fiori Musicali.

Canons Ashby House
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At the end of February, the Cranmer Awards
Finals returned for another year to the Old
Palace, Worcester, the historic palace of the

Bishops of Worcester in the shadow of Worcester
Cathedral. Twenty-six young people took part in the
Finals, following the local heats with a record 332
participants. Finalists in both groups—juniors (aged
11 to 14) and seniors (aged 15 to 18)—recited their
chosen passages from memory, and impressed judges
with the high standard achieved.

First place among the junior winners went to
Yasmin Nachif (13), a pupil of Queen Mary’s High
School, Walsall, who spoke the Te Deum, A Prayer of
General Thanksgiving and A Prayer for Rain. Second
prize went to Rosie Harvey (12), a pupil of Bruton
School for Girls in Somerset, who selected the
Collect, Epistle and Gospel for St Michael and All
Angels. Third was Marie Zoe Cilliers (15), a pupil of
King William’s College, Castletown, on the Isle of
Man, who opted for the Collect, Epistle and Gospel
for Quinquagesima. 

Among the seniors, first prize went to Harriet
Howarth (16), a pupil of Highgate Senior School in
London, who spoke the Collect, Epistle and Gospel
for the Second Sunday in Advent. Second prize went
to Lyn Hui Lee (15), a pupil of St Swithun’s School,
Winchester who chose Psalm 139. Third was

Rebecca Mann (16), representing St Thomas’
Church, Mellor, Stockport, who spoke the Epistle for
St John Baptist’s Day as well as the Magnificat and
Nunc Dimittis.

In addition to a cash prize, each winner was
presented with a certificate and a copy of the Book of
Common Prayer. Also receiving special certificates
were three finalists who were Highly Commended.
They were junior finalist Carson White (14) of
Winchester College, Caleb Lee (13) of St Olave’s
Grammar School in Orpington and senior finalist
Aman Kaur More (17) of King Edward VI High
School for Girls in Birmingham.

The prizes were presented by Phoebe Griffith, a
previous winner of the Cranmer Awards Senior
Finals, now aged 23 and working as a zoologist; the
idea of having a young person to present the prizes
proved popular with competitors and Prayer Book
Society members alike. Phoebe told the audience of
more than 100, comprising parents, teachers, clergy
and members of the Prayer Book Society, how taking
part had provided her with several valuable life skills.
She also quoted the journalist, Quentin Letts, who
had interviewed her following her win, unaware that
he was present in the room with his daughter,
Honour Letts, who was a finalist! (The full text of her
address appears opposite.)

Cranmer Awards Finals 2017

Photography: Helen Peters
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It’s hard to resist the urge to start reciting the
Sunday called Quinquagesima. I assure you the
words you have learnt really will stay with you

through life, or at least the next six years!  
Firstly, I want to say a huge ‘congratulations’ to

each and every one of you who has competed here
today. The standard really was phenomenal, and I am
very relieved to have not had the difficult task of
judging, or indeed competing.

I also want to say thank you to the Prayer Book
Society for inviting me to speak today as a former
senior winner of the Cranmer Awards.

I was so excited to win the Cranmer Awards in
2011. Not only did I make it into the local paper for
my ‘talent for recitation’ at an ‘unusual national
contest’. I was interviewed by the journalist Quentin
Letts who wrote an article about the Finals and I told
him excitedly about my purchase with the prize
money—an electric guitar—presuming it wouldn’t
be mentioned.

It’s been six years since I last competed in the
Cranmer Awards, and twelve since I first entered a
heat in my local Festival of Verse and Prose. What have
I done since participating in the Cranmer Awards?
I am now a zoologist. My undergraduate degree was

in Biological Sciences, which I loved so much that
after a period of research and projects abroad I took
a Master’s Degree in Wild Animal Biology. I am due
to begin a Zoology PhD in September, so I’m
currently working as a research assistant and tutor.
The experience of being part of the Cranmer Awards
has helped me at all of those stages. This may seem
clear to some of you. Others may think, ‘She isn’t a
vicar, or a theologian, or even a presenter or an actor.’
Why was the Cranmer Awards such a positive
experience for someone whose entire discipline is
founded in studying evolution—something a lot of
people don’t think really fits with an interest in the
Bible?

Throughout my time at university, I found that
most people think standing up in front of crowds of
their peers and lecturers to discuss the
transmissibility of spongiform encephalopathies or
the praziquantel treatment of intestinal
schistosomiasis is a pretty daunting endeavour,
whether they are 18 or 88. But, if they had stood
where you have all stood today, and recited as
eloquently as you all have, from the Epistle of St Paul
the Apostle, or the Sunday called Quinquagesima,
trying to clearly convey the meaning of complex

Cranmer Rocks
Phoebe Griffith

Photography: Helen Peters
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scientific ideas is not really all that hard.  
Making sense of the passages today, let alone

reciting them by heart, sets the bar for future
opportunities for public speaking. And public
speaking is an exceptionally useful skill. I have three
times had a major examination where the final mark
is based on my ability to convey scientific ideas to an
audience. Not only that, but regularly I have had to
stand in front of a crowd to inform them of why they
should vote for me to be X or Y, to persuade them to
join that pinnacle of all university in-crowds, 
The Entomology Society, or to explain to them why
they’ve done themselves a pretty good service by
taking part in that ‘unusual national contest’, the
Cranmer Awards.

We are told that the Book of Common Prayer
stands alongside only the King James Version of the
Bible and the works of Shakespeare as one of the
foundation blocks of modern English. Getting my
head around the 1662 Book of Common Prayer, to
understand exactly what was being said, started my
interest in Shakespeare. If the delivery is clear and
fluent as heard so often from our readers today, the
meaning, the beauty, the dignity of the Book is
communicated to others: that clarity helps with
Shakespeare. I couldn’t get into Shakespeare at GCSE,
not even when our lessons consisted of watching the
movie with a dishy, young Leonardo DiCaprio as
Romeo. However, post-Cranmer Awards, I realised I
could understand and, more than that, appreciate
what they were saying. Suddenly the plays were
funny, sad, or inspiring. When I went to uni I was
involved in putting on Shakespeare plays—thanks,
remarkably, to the Book of Common Prayer.

Learning and understanding scripture I have also
found to be invaluable in and of itself, as many ideas
in the Book of Common Prayer remain relevant
today. Regardless of background or faith,
encouragement to be kind and truthful, not to envy
and not rejoice in injustice: surely these are ideals
promoted in all faiths.  

A verse or two from the Book of Common Prayer
can also bring great comfort and peace. At university
I lost a very good friend in a tragic accident. It’s hard
not to cry at inopportune moments and, when this
happened, into my mind popped a phrase that I
could repeat over and over to myself, and it was really
comforting. That phrase I didn’t even know I still
remembered, but it was from my Junior Cranmer
Awards when I was aged about 13. I am sure that you
too will hold on to scripture through life. Nowadays
you don’t even have to own a Book of Common
Prayer, you can download the app, and there are
beautiful words and comforting passages: accessible

to you any time, any day, for worship, for comfort, or
even just to remember how beautiful the English
language can be.  

Not everyone today has won first prize, but you
are all winners, of course, and that’s why you’re here.
You have all been outstanding, and on another day or
with another psalm, the outcome might have been
very different.When I won I was thrilled of course—
as I said, I made the local paper, I got to visit local
churches and read more of this book that I had come
to love, and I got to spend the prize money on the
electric guitar I had wanted so much. What I didn’t
realise at the time was all that participating in the
Cranmer Awards had taught me—the ability to stand
up and explain complex concepts with difficult
terminology, the use of knowing some beautiful
scripture, the resilience to come back time and time
again when I did not win. Those life skills are so
much more valuable than a guitar. 

And although I was sure he wouldn’t mention
my guitar in his article, Quentin Letts did. He simply
said, quite rightly, ‘Cranmer Rocks!’

Phoebe Griffith is a 23-year-old zoologist and a former
Cranmer Awards winner. She gave this address when presenting

the prizes at this year’s Cranmer Awards Finals.
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Acapacity attendance heard a range of speakers
give a fascinating sequence of presentations
on the theme of ‘The Book of Common Prayer

and its use in piety and mission’ at the PBS one-day
Conference at St John’s College, Cambridge on Ash
Wednesday this year.

The Conference was arranged by the Ely Diocese
Branch. I, as Chairman, welcomed delegates, saying
that the Society was blessed with a rich talent of
clergy and people in the diocese and Cambridge
colleges on which to draw as speakers for the day,
and all had agreed readily to take part, which was
particularly encouraging.

The Rt Revd the Lord Williams of Oystermouth
began proceedings with a highly original and
thought-provoking look at the service called 
A Commination [or denouncing of God’s anger and
judgements against sinners], appointed to be used on
Ash Wednesday but now rarely heard. The call to
repentance embodied in the service was a call to

both society and the individual, said Lord Williams.
It echoed the Old Testament prophets in their calls to
Israel to repent, and, when first instituted in the
1549 Book, the rise of a newly enriched, acquisitive
class order surrounding the King was creating as
many tensions in society as similar developments
today. A reformation of manners and relationships
was as much needed in common life then as in the
doctrines of the Church. 

Church Times columnist Dr Bridget Nichols then
examined how various scholars and authorities have
viewed the Prayer Book in more recent times,
especially in respect of its fixed liturgies when freer
forms of structure and content have increasingly
been developed. 

The Revd Dr James Gardom, Dean of Pembroke
College, then spoke of the challenges of ministering
to young people who have no sense of sin and
therefore no sense of judgement, grace and
redemption. This is because their social hinterland

The Book of Common Prayer
and its use in piety and mission:
The Cambridge Conference

Stephen Anderson

Audience at the Cambridge Conference
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had no fixed reference points to suggest
wrongdoing, only relative ones. Dr Gardom found it
helpful to compile a user guide to the Prayer Book
services in chapel. A lively discussion followed,
especially surrounding the role of schools in moral
formation.

The Revd Margaret Widdess spoke in the
afternoon about the value of repetition, giving time
and space for the reality of Prayer Book spirituality to
set in.

Finally, another Church Times columnist and local
city centre vicar, the Revd Dr Robert Mackley, said
that he and those of his congregation who attended
BCP services found the Prayer Book to be valuable in
its core themes, present in every service, of sin and
mercy, love and forgiveness, its measured pace and
drawings back in approaching God, its sense of
reverence but also friendship, its allowing of God to
be God and how it did not present the Christian faith
as a lifestyle option around how it feels to the
individual.

The two sessions were chaired ably by the Revd
Duncan Dormor, Dean of Chapel at St John’s, and the
Revd Canon Dr Jessica Martin, a Canon Residentiary
at Ely Cathedral.

Delegates then repaired to
St John’s Chapel for Choral
Evensong, being recorded live
on BBC Radio 3. The officiating
ministers, readers, choir and
organ were all of the highest
standard, and delegates
returned home enthused and
nourished by the day’s
proceedings and public
worship.

The Revd Stephen Anderson is
Chairman of the Ely Branch of 

The Prayer Book Society.

Cambridge Conference Speakers

The beauty of holiness
‘Be holy: for I am holy,’
Says the Lord.
Holiness simply begets holiness:
Born in us by the Holy Spirit
Of the Father and His Son:
He in us; we in Him.

He in us:
With His Spirit within,
‘Ye shall be holy...
For I, the Lord, am holy,’
Living out His holiness in us
In all its beauty,
As sure as day follows night.

‘Be holy:’
Not so much a command,
Simply a word of prophesy
That soon becomes reality.

We in Him:
Simply immersed in His Spirit,
Akin to a sponge in water:
Totally saturated,
Soaked through and through
With God’s Holy Spirit,
And His whole nature.

Squeezed by the pressures of life
Only the sweetness and beauty
Of His nature comes forth:
Holiness, pure and simple,
In all its beauty.

John E. Wilson
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Iam employed full time as Churches and Clergy
Co-ordinator. My job consists largely of liaison
between PBS Clergy (especially Ordinands) and

PBS places of worship (including PBS Corporate
Members). The last three months have been spent in
the planning of the following projects for 2017:

School Chaplains’ Conference
The Society seeks to build on the long-term success
of the national annual Cranmer Awards in its work
with schools. For the first time in 2015 the Society
had a presence at the biennial SCALA (School
Chaplains and Leaders Association) Conference. 
The 2017 Conference runs from 21st-23rd June and
the Prayer Book Society team will comprise the Revd
Dr Simon Thorn (Chaplain of Winchester College),
the Revd James Power (Chaplain of Harrow School)
and the Revd Dr Tom Plant (Chaplain-designate of
Lichfield Cathedral School), together with Fergus
Butler-Gallie (Ordinand at Westcott House
Theological College, Cambridge) and myself. 
There will be two seminar/workshop sessions with
the three chaplains explaining how important the
BCP is in ministry to pupils, and Fergus will conduct
one of the only three services during the Conference,
which will be (probably for the first time in the
twelve-year existence of the Conference) a Book of
Common Prayer Mattins.

Licensed Readers’ Day Course
Following the success in October 2016 of the
inaugural Day Course on 7th October at 
St Marylebone Church, London the PBS will run a
day course entitled ‘Morning and Evening Prayer for
Licensed Readers’ on 7th October 2017.

Work with Ordinands
In 2016 a record number of 702 Ordinands
commenced training, as opposed to 630 in 2015. 
I anticipate that in 2017 that number will further
increase to over 800. A package containing a copy of
the BCP with a BCP Glossary inserted and a copy of
Using the Book of Common Prayer: A Simple Guide are
presented to every Ordinand entering training. 
There are twenty-four separate training colleges and
courses and I have to liaise with each one separately

to establish the numbers involved and the different
dates of the start of their academic year.

Work with Corporate Members
The Society’s new computer system, database and
website hold details of the Corporate Members, the
total of which has now increased to 80. I am
planning to increase contact with Corporate
Members by means of an increased number of visits
and a new e-newsletter.

New Membership Wallets
Membership stands containing ten wallets have
already been accepted by and are located in 130
churches. Members are urged to request from the
office a stand full of Membership Leaflets if they have
permission to place them in a church.

Co-ordinator’s
column                                                               

John Service
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A Prayer Book Church
St John the Evangelist Church, Groombridge, Kent

Winston Blake

Parishioners at Groombridge are keen that
readers who may be in the area should know
that theirs is a Prayer Book church. This

beautiful church, built in 1625 to meet the needs of
Prayer Book worship, lies on the village green about
four miles west of Royal Tunbridge Wells in Kent. 
The church is part of the Parish of Speldhurst,
Groombridge and Ashurst, with one rector for the
three churches. All services at St John the Evangelist
are from the Book of Common Prayer. We have
Morning Prayer on the first Sunday and Holy
Communion on the second Sunday, both at 11.00
a.m. with organ accompaniment. Services on the

other Sundays in the month are held in the other
churches. The church was built by the owner of
Groombridge Place, a nearby Manor House. It has
beautiful stained-glass windows and a congregation
who would like to share the experience of glorious
worship in this holy place.

Winston Blake attends St John 
the Evangelist Church, Groombridge. 
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The Revd John Masding 
LLM (University of Wales), MA(Oxon), DipEd(Oxon), FRSA

The Revd John William Masding, for a number
of years a Trustee of the Society, and latterly a
national Vice-President, died on Good Friday,

14th April 2017. 
Born in 1939, John attended Moseley Grammar

School in Birmingham and went on to read History
as a demy (scholar) at Magdalen College, Oxford. 
He followed his Oxford BA (1961) with an Oxford
DipEd (1963) but then transferred to Cambridge for
ordination training at Ridley Hall. He took his
Oxford MA in 1965.

Remaining in the Diocese of Birmingham, from
1965-71 he served as Curate at St Michael’s,
Boldmere, in Sutton Coldfield, and thereafter as Vicar
of St Paul’s, Hamstead, a sizeable parish in the Great
Barr area of Birmingham. His faithful, caring
ministry over an incumbency of more than twenty-
six years made him a parish priest whose depth of
learning and wealth of experience led many
colleagues to seek his guidance. He brought
considerable insight, intellect and understanding to
the conflicts and concerns faced by clergy and lay
readers amid the realities of parish life and church
governance. 

John Masding always spoke of himself as an
ordinary parish priest. But as a close colleague has
written, ‘John was far from ordinary. Few parish
priests drove vintage Bentleys, especially in the heart
of Birmingham … He epitomised the Anglican
parson, kindly in manner, unobtrusive in liturgy,
consistent in teaching, and dedicated in the service
of his parishioners.’ Here mention should be made of
John’s imposing physical persona and the strong
measured tones of his fine speaking voice; together
they made him unforgettable, and all the more
effective both in formal and informal situations.
When John stood to speak, people listened. In 1997
he retired from populous suburban Hamstead to the
tiny village of Norton Hawkfield, south of Bristol in
North Somerset. Here he gave invaluable support
both in his local rural parish group and at the strong
BCP church of Christ Church with St Ewen in
Bristol’s city centre.

Throughout his ministry John consistently
maintained standards that were slipping elsewhere. 
He remained happy with sensible traditional ways.
Against prevailing trends he championed the

superiority of the Book of Common Prayer, and he
always upheld the legitimate rights of patron, parish
and parson. Moreover, he always had a fruitful life
‘outside the parish’. He was committed to his family.
He enjoyed company, and clubs and societies. 
He cherished his Mark 6 Bentley and frequently
drove it to Bentley Drivers’ Club meetings and
Silverstone. He wrote articles for a surprisingly wide
range of church journals (including The Prayer Book
Society Journal as it then was) and provided reasoned
submissions on a whole variety of issues for Synod
committees and other bodies. He was often invited
to speak at meetings and to preach at special services.
From time to time a subject would provoke him into
writing to the press. His letters were always stylish.
Amid everything, he continued to read and think and
contribute.

One example is the keen interest John had in the
Church’s Canon Law. John was an active member of
the Ecclesiastical Law Society from its inception
thirty years ago, and he served for many years on its
General Committee and also on several of its working
parties. John was to the fore in persuading Cardiff
University to update and revitalise its Master’s degree
in Canon Law, and he was amongst the first of the
new intake. In 1994 he duly received the University
of Wales LLM degree. Annually thereafter, John
hosted a reunion dinner at Magdalen College,
Oxford, for his fellow Cardiff graduates. Breakfast the
next morning was always preceded by BCP Holy
Communion in the chapel, which he himself
celebrated. 

From 1991 to 2015 John was also Chairman of
the English Clergy Association, which he had helped
to form out of the earlier Parochial Clergy
Association. During his chairmanship he oversaw the
growth of the Association and steered it with great
skill and wisdom through difficult times for the
clergy. He will be particularly remembered for his
eloquent campaign against the abolition of the
freehold and the introduction of Common Tenure.
He was also active in the defeat of proposals to give
bishops power to dismiss churchwardens summarily.
A fair and open procedure for examining complaints
was eventually achieved.

John’s interests were widespread. Always aware
of the needs of clergy and their families, for many
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Two Memorable Members

Until perhaps the present decade those
attending the Finals of the Cranmer Awards
would quickly notice in the audience two

front-row enthusiasts and good friends. Sitting side
by side they would quietly and kindly exchange
views on the relative merits of each candidate.

These front-row friends were The Dowager
Marchioness of Salisbury and Lady Charteris of
Amisfield, who have both died this year—indeed in
the past few months. 

Lady Salisbury (whose second Christian name
was Molly) was the daughter of Captain Valentine
Wyndham-Quin, the British Naval Attaché in Buenos
Aires, and a grand-daughter of the Earl of Dunrave.
In 1945 Molly, their daughter, married an
adventurous Grenadier Guards officer who saw
action in North-West Europe and later was, for four
years, a Member of Parliament before becoming the
6th Marquess in 1972. He died in 2003, having been
President of the Monday Club in 1974. Their son 
(the 7th Marquess) was President of the Prayer Book
Society between the presidencies of Lord Charteris
and Lord Cormack.

Lady Charteris, born as Mary Gay Hobart
Margesson in 1919, was the beautiful daughter of
David Margesson MP, the Government’s Chief Whip
in the 1930s until chosen as Secretary of State for
War by Prime Minister Winston Churchill. Gay was
much admired by Jock Colville (another future PBS
President) but met Martin Charteris at a ball at Nancy
Astor’s house in St James’s Square, and they became
engaged in 1944. Martin, an army officer, by then
held a senior role in military intelligence in
Jerusalem. Gay cleverly contrived to be posted to the
Red Cross in Jerusalem and married Martin in a
convent there. In 1950 Martin was appointed Private
Secretary to Princess Elizabeth and was with her in
Kenya when she became Queen in 1952. He retired
as Private Secretary to The Queen in 1977 and, as
Lord Charteris, became Provost of Eton, where Gay
spent many happy years, eventually retiring to Wood
Stanway, where Martin died in 1999 but where
otherwise she was in her element. Her daughter
Mary has been a splendid judge at the Cranmer
Awards.     

Anthony Kilmister, OBE

years he sat on the Court of the Corporation of the
Sons of the Clergy, where he was much involved in
securing the education and welfare of clergy children
who found themselves being brought up in deprived
areas or with little financial support. Over the years
he served faithfully on many charitable trusts, both
church bodies and community organisations. 

In 1996 John was appointed a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Arts. He was also active in the Bath
and County Club, serving for some years as 
Vice-Chairman and a director. He was also a member
of the Royal Society of St George (well represented at
Christ Church with St Ewen), for a while serving as
Honorary Secretary to the Bristol City and County
Branch of the Society. In this capacity, in 2012 he was
called upon to conduct the civic blessing of 
The Matthew, an impressive modern replica of John
Cabot’s famous ship, in preparation for her voyage
from Bristol to London to take part in the Thames
Pageant staged for The Queen’s sixtieth anniversary as
Sovereign.

At one stage John was Honorary Secretary of the
Oxford University Heraldry Society, an interest that

surfaced when he sought to persuade fellow Trustees
that the PBS should acquire a coat of arms (a rather
costly venture not pursued). Always a staunch Prayer
Book user and supporter, he joined the PBS in 2003,
much to the benefit of the Society. When a place on
the Board fell vacant in 2009, John was well qualified
to accept nomination as a Trustee. He served as South
West Regional Trustee, a role he carried out with flair
and distinction. With his knowledge and experience
of Canon Law it was fitting that he was also
appointed the Board’s Patronage Secretary. 

When failing health obliged John to step down
from the Board in 2015, the Trustees unanimously
appointed him a Vice-President of the Society in
recognition of his services.

John had the blessing of wonderful support and
companionship in his wife Margaret, a Lay Minister
in the Lakeside group of parishes where John
supported. We extend our condolences to her and all
the family. John’s many admirers will continue to
miss a remarkable friend and colleague. 

Richard Hoyal



The Book of Common Prayer is a guide to life
according to 89-year-old comedian Ken Dodd.

‘While the Old Testament has rather a lot of
smoting and begatting, the Prayer Book is, in many
ways, very up to date,’ he says. ‘It’s a wonderful piece
of literature, beautifully written and based on fact.’

Prayer Book enthusiast Sir Ken—whose modesty
prompts him to dismiss the need for any reference to
the knighthood he was awarded earlier this year—
has been a life-long devotee of the Prayer Book with
which he became familiar at an early age as a
chorister at the Church of St John the Evangelist in
Knotty Ash.

He still worships there periodically but the pull of
Choral Evensong means that he also attends
Liverpool’s Anglican Cathedral now and then. 
He enjoys the music and the words of the Prayer
Book service he sang in his youth.

‘I sometimes struggle with the Psalms,’ confesses
Ken, ‘but if you tried to update them they would
become plastic.’ 

He has a solution: ‘I would like someone to create
a hybrid which retains the beauty of the old Prayer
Book language married to a new form of
communication so that it means more to those
struggling to cope with some of life’s most basic
problems, like keeping up with payments on the
mortgage or the car, or coping with the care of sick
children.’

Ken admits that is quite a challenge for anyone
but no doubt he would be tickled if they managed to
achieve it.

Former chorister Ken Dodd sings the praises of
the Book of Common Prayer

A TEAM THAT YOU CAN TRUST
Which trade would you say has the worst possible reputation?
It has to be the used car sales, right? Rogues, sharks, con men
are all phrases that can be associated with sellers of second
hand cars, and buying one can be a big and expensive risk.
Well it really does not need to be that way, as there is a
professional team with over 30 years experience in supplying
the finest, best prepared used cars to the Christian community,
all at the fairest price.

Priory Automotive are a bit of a secret, as they do not advertise
to the general public, only to clergy and church members, but
have many, many satisfied customers around the country. All
their cars are both history and price checked, they reject quite
a few on inspection only supplying the highest quality. Every car
is fully serviced, given a fresh MOT, road tax, and a minimum
15 month warranty, before a professional valet. There are no
hidden extra charges or fees, part exchange is welcome and
delivery to your home is free of charge. Customers are
overjoyed when they receive their car from Priory, take Mr Ian
Woodhead, the advertising manager for The Prayer Book
Society, who recently wrote this after delivery of his car, “I had
never bought a second hand car without seeing it until I
purchased one from Priory Automotive. I am now on my
second, and this like the first came in tip top condition. All they
promised in their adverts was fulfilled.”

For help and advice, please call 0114 2559696 or visit
www.prioryautomotive.com
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Dear Editor,
It is not often that I am moved to write to The Prayer
Book Society—indeed this is the first time—but I do
so in support of David Fuller’s article in The Prayer Book
Today (Lent 2017, pp.6-7) with regard to where the
priest shall be standing when he speaks the opening
words of Holy Communion and indeed where the
altar should be and where the priest should be for
the rest of the service. This is set out in the 1662
Book of Common Prayer with the usual ‘licence’
where anything specific is not mentioned, as I have
set out below.

It is indeed true that with the Restoration of the
Monarchy in 1660 stone altars were restored to their
original positions placed as before on a north/south
axis against the east wall, or as stipulated in the
rubric, with the Book of Common Prayer stating ‘in
the body of the church or in the Chancel...’ (which is
not necessarily against a wall, but set out away from
the wall so the priest would be facing the
congregation). In the Order for Holy Communion, it
does say that when the service begins, ‘…the Priest
standing at the north side of the Table, shall say the
Lord’s Prayer with the Collect following, the people
kneeling’. After which it says, ‘Then shall the Priest,
turning to the people, rehearse distinctly all the Ten
Commandments’, for which the priest has obviously
moved position. ‘Then shall follow one of these two
Collects for the Queen, the Priest standing as before,
and saying …’. ‘...And immediately following the
Collect, the Priest shall read the Epistle...Then shall
he read the Gospel…Then shall follow the
sermon…Then shall the Priest return to the Lord’s
Table and begin the Offertory...The Priest shall then
place upon the Table so much Bread and Wine...After
the general confession all kneeling…Then shall the
Priest...stand up, and turning himself to the people,
pronounce the absolution…Then shall the Priest
turn to the Lord’s Table and say…When the Priest,
standing before the Table...’ and ‘…when all have
communicated the Minister shall return to the Lord’s
Table...’.

So after reciting the Lord’s Prayer and the Collect
at the beginning of the service, the priest moves
from the table to various positions for the rest of the
service: lectern, or pulpit, or otherwise, or back to
the table, so it would not be possible for him to
remain at the North End of the table, nor does it say
that any of his other functions are carried out from
there, saying instead quite the opposite.

No, there is no mystery associated with any of
the priest’s actions, as at the time of the issuing of the
1549, 1552 and 1662 Prayer Books they were keen
to ensure that the priest was not concealing anything
from the congregation at all—and all in English too!

George Powers
(London, Chelsea Old Church congregant)

Dear Editor,
I refer to Mr Packman’s letter in your Lent 2017 issue
[p.20] regarding his problems in attending BCP
services when away from home. David should bring
his family to Yorkshire, and Sheffield in particular,
where he would find, and be welcomed at, the tiny
Beauchief Abbey which uses the Prayer Book
exclusively, with perhaps just a tiny bit of the 1928
revision now and then. Our small lovely chapel, the
remains of a large twelfth-century abbey, has Holy
Communion every Sunday except the third Sunday of
the month when we have Sung Evensong as an
alternative. And on the fifth Sunday (when there is
one) we enjoy a combined Mattins and Holy
Communion. 

Like David I usually spend Christmas away from
home—in Ilkley in my case—and on Christmas
morning attend Bolton Abbey Priory near Skipton
(another exclusively BCP church) for Choral Holy
Communion. And in both churches David could be
quite certain that the priest would be properly attired
and the choral services would strictly follow the BCP.

Yours,
Bryan Thornhill 

Dear Editor,
Members of the Prayer Book Society will have a
degree of sympathy for Neil Inkley’s plea for prayers
that simply address God as Almighty, and which do
not label him with human delimitations (The Prayer
Book Today, Lent 2017, p.7). However, although not as
transparently obvious as ‘Generous God’ or ‘Creator
God’, the Prayer Book does assign anthropological
constraints in the opening words of many of its
prayers. One has only to consider the Second Collect
at Morning Prayer, ‘O God, who art the author of
peace and lover of concord …’. Is this really any
different from ‘Peace loving God’? Or the Third
Prayer for Ember Days, ‘O God, whose nature is ever
to have mercy …’ (Merciful God); the Collect for All
Conditions of Men, ‘O God, the Creator and
Preserver of all mankind …’ (Creator God); 

Correspondence
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the Collect for Ash Wednesday, ‘Almighty and
Everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast
made …’ (Redeemer God)—the list is endless.

Of course, it can be argued that the second clause
of a collect is merely a recollection of some attribute
of God, or some reminder of what he has done for
us. However, close reading of the Prayer Book gives
us some openings that would surely incur Mr
Inkley’s displeasure. Look, for example, at A Prayer
for the High Court of Parliament, ‘Most gracious
God, …’, Saint John the Evangelist’s Day, ‘Merciful
Lord, …’, The Seventh Sunday after Trinity, ‘Lord of
all power and might, …’, Saint Michael and All
Angels, ‘O Everlasting God, …’, A Prayer in the
Publick Baptism of Infants, ‘O Merciful God, …’.  
The Prayer Book contains other prayers which begin,
‘O Eternal God, …’, ‘O most merciful God, …’, 
‘O most mighty God, …’. The Forms of Prayer to be
used at Sea contain the following: ‘O most powerful
and gracious Lord, …’, ‘O most glorious and
gracious Lord, …’, ‘O most powerful and glorious
Lord, …’, ‘O most blessed and glorious Lord
God,…’, ‘O most mighty and gracious God, …’.

It is in the very nature of man to
anthropomorphise God because we are an enquiring
species and our puny minds try to cope with the
monumental task of understanding his perfection,
transcendence and divine existence. So, while in
general I agree with Mr Inkley and concur with his
concern, and offer my own opinion that many
modern prayers are further examples of the dumbing
down of worship and a movement away from our
firmly held Cranmerian traditions, I have to accept
that any form of devotional address to the Almighty,
in corporate worship or private prayer, is better than
no address at all. At the very least modern liturgists
(if such they be) are giving God the credit for being
welcoming, generous, benevolent, etc., which is
something for which we should all be eternally
grateful. Equally, I am sure that God doesn’t mind!

Dr David Fuller 

Dear Sir,
Please permit your columns to be used to thank
David Richardson for all he has done for the Society
as a Trustee. Many will know that he took six months
off to lead the work in his Diocese of Carlisle to help
those with dementia. The work expanded beyond
expectations and he decided to devote himself to it,
standing down as a Trustee.

David brought with him valuable experience of
fundraising in the charity sector and has used it to
great effect for us. He was instrumental in setting up,
first, the Benefactor scheme and then the 1662 Circle

for those who have made a bequest to the Society. 
He has shown great sensitivity in opening our minds
to the possibility of making financial contributions
to the Society over and above the annual membership
fee.

His experience as a C of E Reader enabled him to
take services at PBS events. He has shown his
versatility at our Annual Conferences by being,
possibly, the only person to preach at a service and to
be the after-dinner speaker, although not both in the
same year. He will remain the Society’s contact with
the Faith exhibition being developed at Bishop
Auckland.

David is a great Jane Austen enthusiast. 
As Charlotte Lucas might have said in Pride and
Prejudice, ‘We shall depend on hearing from you very
often, David.’

George and Joanna Comer (Rochester)

Sir,
Under the Collect for Advent Sunday is the rubric
‘This Collect is to be repeated every day with the
other Collects in Advent, until Christmas Day.’ 
There are similar injunctions under the Collect for 
St Stephen’s Day (until New Year’s Eve) and that for
Ash Wednesday (every day in Lent).

Perhaps because clergy now often dart between
different liturgies on a regular basis, these rubrics
seem to be increasingly overlooked and the
additional Collects omitted. I have thought it would
be a better practice to print the instruction under
each of the days when the observance is due; when
the book is open the celebrant will not have to rely
on memory. If there is agreement to this improved
form of instruction, with absolutely no change of
intent whatsoever, would this require an Act of
Parliament to change the format of these rubrics?

Neil Inkley

WANTED
Copy of 1928 Prayer Book 

(i.e. "The Book of Common Prayer with the
Additions and deviations proposed in 1928"). 
(Any size from about 6" by 4" to about 8" by 5")

Please contact:
andrewarliss.turner@gmail.com

(North Worcestershire)
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Norwich
On 4th April about 35 members
visited All Saints’ Church at
Beeston Regis for the Branch
Spring Outing. The church is
situated between Sheringham and
Cromer on a windswept spot
above the sea. It has a fourteenth-
century chancel with a fifteenth-
century nave and a twenty-first-
century approach track, since it lies
on the other side of an active
railway line, having a tunnel for
small cars and a DIY level crossing
for taller vehicles. Everyone
assembled in good time, however,
to hear Canon Jeremy Haselock,
Precentor and Vice-Dean of
Norwich Cathedral, tell us the
history of the church and in
particular the medieval rood
screen which has survived the
centuries almost unblemished.
Canon Haselock is a particularly
good speaker and the audience
were fascinated by his informative
talk from beginning to end. He is
also the author of the book Norfolk
Rood Screens. Canon Haselock’s talk
was followed by refreshments and
then Sung Evensong, with West
Runton organist Philip Adams.
Canon Haselock further extended
his generosity to the Branch by
taking the service. 

Oxford
The annual Cranmer Commem-
oration, organised by the Oxford
Branch, took on a special
significance this year, the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
The event on 21st March
commemorated the martyrdom in
Oxford’s Broad Street of
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, a
leader of the Reformation who
compiled the Book of Common
Prayer.

The commemoration started
with the Prayer Book service of
Mattins at the Church of St Michael
at the North Gate. The service was
conducted by the Revd Jonathan
Beswick, Vicar of St Barnabas,
Jericho, and an address was given
by the Revd Peter Dewey, Chaplain
of Allnutt’s Almshouses, Goring
Heath. 

After the service, the clergy
and congregation processed to
Broad Street where Cranmer was
burned at the stake on 21st March
1556. At the spot where he died,
marked by a cross in the road, an
account of Cranmer’s martyrdom
was read by Bishop James Johnson,
former Bishop of St Helena and
now licensed as an Honorary
Assistant Bishop in the Diocese of
Oxford. 

The procession then continued
to the Martyrs’ Memorial where a
floral wreath was laid by Geoffrey
Horne, Chairman of the Oxford
Branch of the Prayer Book Society.
By tradition the wreath comprised
flowers in three colours—red for a
martyr, purple for a bishop and
white for saintliness (although
Cranmer was never made a saint).

News from the Branches

Cranmer Commemoration, Oxford
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107 £24.00
BACK IN STOCK!! The Homilies. John Griffiths 1859
Ed. (2006) Sbk. 438pp. With the BCP and the King
James Bible, the third member of the great Anglican
triad, ‘appointed to be read in churches’. The entire
First and Second Books of Homilies. 

59 £16.99    
THE CANTERBURY COMPANION TO THE BCP
GOSPELS. Raymond Chapman.  (2014) Sbk, 185pp.
For every BCP service of Holy Communion, Mattins or
Evensong, where the sermon focuses on the Gospel of
the day, here is an inspirational and practical
companion for preachers, by a leading member of the
Prayer Book Society. In its 350th anniversary year,
many churches rediscovered the BCP which still
remains the primary prayer book of the Church of
England. This companion is also designed as a
devotional guide, to be read in preparation for
worship and is also ideal for the housebound. 
For each Sunday and saint’s day in the year there is a
commentary on the Gospel of the day, an appropriate
verse or prose quotation, and a prayer in traditional
language to harmonise with the KJV text used in the
Prayer Book. The Book of Common Prayer has a one-
year lectionary; nevertheless the Gospel readings cover
all the seasons of the church’s year and explore more
general themes during the long season of Trinity.

710 £16.95
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER:  A BIOGRAPHY.
Alan Jacobs. (2013) Hbk, 256pp. In this ‘biography’
Alan Jacobs traces the life of the BCP from the English
Reformation to the modern era.  ‘Within a mere 200
pages one could not wish for a more engaging
introduction to the history of the Prayer Book.  It is
beautifully written and produced, and would make a
perfect gift… This is a triumph of compression and
lucidity.’  David Martin, Church Times

214 £8.00
The St Peter’s Chant Book.  Compiled and arranged by
David Wulstan. (2011) Sbk, 36pp. A church with a
choir needs a chant book for Psalms, Canticles etc.,
and this is the best available. The words are those of
the Book of Common Prayer. The editor is both a
distinguished musicologist and conductor of choirs
and also an experienced parish church organist. 
His selection is made from an unrivalled knowledge
of the Anglican tradition of change and of what
churches need.  For a full introduction see Faith &
Worship 69 (on the Prayer Book Society website).
Carefully produced for legibility and easy handling. 

101 £1.50
The Book of Common Praier Noted - John Merbecke. 
Editor Iain Hicks-Mudd. Introduction by Stefan Scot.
(2004) Sbk, 7pp.**WAS £2.00** 1549 Holy
Communion. Original plainchant notation and
spelling. 

100 £8.00
First and Second Prayer Books of Edward VI (1549 &
1552). (1999) Hbk, 463pp. Introduction by J.R.
Porter. Original Tudor spelling.  **SPECIAL PRICE –
NORMALLY £10.50**

708 £3.00
The Spirit Of Anglican Devotion in the 16th & 17th
Centuries. Arthur Middleton. (2005) Sbk, 28pp.
**WAS £4.95** An introduction to the remarkable
group of Anglican divines including Jeremy Taylor,
Richard Baxter, Thomas Ken, William Laud, George
Herbert and John Donne.  

215 £1.00
What Has The Beautiful To Do With The Holy? Roger
Homan. (1995) Sbk, 15pp. The perennially popular,
learned and witty booklet. A reminder of what we are
in danger of losing through the banality of modern
liturgies.  

303 £2.50
The Blackburn Papers. Sbk, 60pp. PBS Blackburn
Branch attracts high-quality speakers to its events. 
This interesting, readable collection of eight sermons
and addresses delivered over the last three years covers
a variety of subjects connected with the Prayer Book. 

702 £9.99
Foretaste of Heaven amidst Suffering. Peter Toon.
(2010) Sbk, 111pp.  A witness to the enabling grace
of God in a time of grave illness, showing how the
Christian hope of the Resurrection of the Dead lifts
the mind and heart above the sadness of imminent
death. 

711 £12.99
George Herbert: The Complete English Works.
(1995) Hbk, 509pp. One of seventeenth-century
England’s major writers and one of the finest religious
poets in any language, Herbert has stood for too long
in the shadows of Milton and Donne. In this
completely new edition of Herbert’s works, the
distinguished scholar and translator Ann Pasternak-
Slater shows through detailed textual notes, a re-
ordering of the poems, and an extensive introduction,
just how great a writer Herbert was. 

Prayer Book Texts and Homilies

103 £4.95
The Order for Holy Communion 1662. Annotated by
Peter Toon. (2004) Sbk, 48pp. Designed for the
ordinary churchgoer, for clergy either new to their
vocation or unfamiliar with the BCP and for all
interested in gaining a greater understanding of the
service and its evolution. Very conveniently places the
full service on the left page, with Dr Toon’s scholarly,
helpful and readable notes of explanation opposite. 

104 £1.50
The Ordre for Holye Communion from the Second
Prayer Book of Edward VI (1552). (2004) Sbk, 16pp.
Original spelling. 

105 £21.25
A Prayer for All Seasons - The Collects of the BCP.
(1999). Hbk only, 72pp. All the year’s Collects in a
magnificently illustrated edition, with early-20th-
century wood engravings by Blanche McManus.
Includes the Revd Henry Burgess’s analysis of the
Collects.  

106 £10.99
The Collects of Thomas Cranmer. C. Frederick Barbee
& Paul F.M. Zahl. (2006) Sbk, 119pp. All the BCP
Collects, the left-hand page giving the Collect and a
paragraph which explains its history, the opposite
page devoted to a meditation upon the Collect. 

108 £3.00
The Order for Evening Prayer 1662. Annotated by
Peter Toon. (2007) Sbk, 32pp. A companion to Code
103. The text of Evening Prayer with, on facing pages,
Dr Toon’s notes both explanatory and devotional.
Useful for all lovers of the service and for newcomers. 

205 £3.95
The Order for Morning Prayer 1662. Annotated by
Peter Toon. (2011) Sbk, 35pp. Morning Prayer is less
common than it was, and this edition with
explanatory notes may be helpful to ordinary
churchgoers as well as newcomers. An aid to devotion
rather than a scholarly commentary, in the same series
as our annotated Evening Prayer and annotated Holy
Communion.  

207 £10.80 NEW!
Why Sacraments? The Revd Dr Andrew Davison. Sbk,
186pp. This is no dry, step-by-step exposition of
sacramental ritual. Instead one is engagingly
immersed within theology and practice, with the
interrelation of the sacraments and realities of life
demonstrated in an intuitive, compelling way. (Highly
Recommended)

210 £25.00
The Anglican Psalter (2010) Sbk, 352pp. ‘John Scott has
brought together an appealing collection of chants...and his own
sensible style of pointing psalms.’ PBS Advent 2010 Journal. 
A very good traditional-text Psalter for the larger
parish church. 

213 £9.00
These Our Prayers. Compiled by Raymond Chapman.
A collection of prayers, mainly by English writers but
also some translated from earlier sources. They were
chosen as expressing orthodox Christian faith, and are
in the traditional language of the Book of Common
Prayer. They will be valuable in private devotions but
are also suitable for prayer groups or in special
services. They are arranged under headings to enable
choice for particular needs and occasions, and are
printed in a compact and beautifully produced
volume.  

219 £4.00
The Thirty Nine Articles: Their Place and Use Today.
J. R. Packer and R. T. Beckwith. (2006) Sbk, 100pp.
First published in 1984, this study argues strongly for
the continuing authority and relevance of the Articles,
showing ‘how they can be used to enrich the faith of
Anglicans in general and evangelicals in particular’.

221 £9.99
The Faith We Confess: An Exposition of the 39
Articles. (2009) Sbk, 236pp. Gerald Bray talks the
reader through the sometimes hidden, sometimes
forgotten, sometimes ignored bases for Anglicanism
and while doing so challenges those of us who have
become sloppy about our faith. 

PBS TRADING
TRINITY 2017

Inclusion of an item in this list does not necessarily indicate that it has the support of the Society.

MAIN LIST
The Prayer Book Society sells a wide range of Bibles and the Book of Common Prayer. The BCP is available in standard pew-size editions and large-text editions in

both imitation leather and Morocco leather versions. We also sell desk editions in imitation leather and red goatskin leather. 
Please contact the office for more information or visit our website book shop.
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About The Book of Common Prayer and The Bible

209 £2.50
The PBS Guide to Morning Prayer. Henry Burgess
(2005) Sbk, 19pp. **WAS £3.45** A scholarly,
approachable introduction to this unjustly neglected
service. 

211 £3.50
The Prayer Book, Shakespeare, and the English
Language. Margot Thompson (2004) Sbk, 32pp.  
**WAS £4.95** The lively text of two papers
showing the importance of the BCP to Shakespeare, as
well as its enriching effect on the English language.  

212 £1.25
Prayer Book Spirituality. Henry Burgess. (1990) Sbk,
28pp. A booklet focusing on the use of the Prayer
Book for private devotions. 

216 £6.00
Neither Archaic Nor Obsolete. Peter Toon and Louis
R. Tarsitano (2003) Sbk, 94pp. This persuasive
account includes a decisive refutation of the common
view that ‘Thou’ and ‘ye’ were common in Cranmer’s
day but outdated and in need of replacement in the
1960s. A true history of the establishment of the
ordinary style of religious English and of recent
attempts to murder it. (Recommended) 

217 £2.99
Praying With Understanding.  R. T. Beckwith. (2006)
Sbk, 36pp.**BESTSELLER** A clear explanation word
by word and phrase by phrase of the parts of the
Prayer Book that the passage of time has made
difficult. 

218 £3.60
The Anglican Formularies and Holy Scripture. Peter
Toon. (2006) Sbk, 64pp. Valuable survey
demonstrating the distinctive character of our Church
as both Catholic and Reformed. Directed originally
towards the USA Episcopal Church but fully relevant
to the Church of England. Good material for defence
of tradition. 

400 £10.50
Stir Up O Lord. Kevin Carey. (2012) Sbk 234pp.
**RRP £14.99** Commentary on the BCP Collects,
Epistles and Gospels for Sundays and Holy Days
throughout the year. Puts the Collects and readings in
their historical context, while reflecting on their
broader message. For personal reflection; can also be
used as a starting point for sermons.  

500 £15.00
Divinity in a Grain of Bread. David Martin. (1989)
Sbk, 160pp. A stimulating collection of meditations
covering the seasons of the Christian year and topics
such as Nature, Harmony and Peace. Written by a
supporter of the Prayer Book Society. 

709 £12.99
Using the Book of Common Prayer – a simple guide.
Paul Thomas. (2012) Sbk, 144 pp. This timely guide
introduces and explains how to use the BCP in an
accessible and informative way without being
technical or assuming prior knowledge.  It is intended
as a basic, beginners’ guide for ordinands and readers,
especially those from a non-liturgical/non-traditional
background, for whom the Prayer Book tradition may
be alien. Part 1 of the book offers a general
introduction to the history, theology and liturgical
character of the BCP.  It also explores the place and
meaning of ‘common prayer’ within the Anglican
tradition; Part 2 offers general practical advice on the
principal services of the BCP, how to use them, and
where flexibility is permitted.  The guide, the first of
its kind, will help its readers come to a renewed
appreciation of the place of the Church’s historic,
normative liturgy in the distinctive tradition of
Anglican praise and prayer.   

715 £12.99
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER: Past, Present &
Future (2011) Sbk, 176pp. This collection of essays
from knowledgeable and high-profile contributors
seeks to explore and commemorate the past influence
of the BCP and also to commend its present and future
use as an indispensable part of the Church’s doctrine
both as a working liturgy and as the definitive source
of Anglican doctrine. EDITED BY PRUDENCE DAILEY,
CHAIRMAN, PBS. 

902 £9.60
Who Killed the Bible? Ian Robinson. (2006) Sbk,
139pp. **BESTSELLER** Modern translations of the
Bible are bad deliberately because they carefully put
into practice mistaken theories. With copious and
often comic examples, this book explains how, and
just why King James remains the best English
translation. 

58 £10.99
The Book Of Common Prayer - Oxford World’s Classics. (2011)
Sbk. 820pp. This edition presents the text of the work
in three states: Cranmer’s first edition of 1549, 
the Elizabethan prayer book of 1559, and the 1662
edition.  All texts are edited from the original copies.
Each has a new introduction, full explanatory notes
and appendices. This edition includes: Introduction –
Textual notes – Bibliography – Chronology –
Appendices – Explanatory notes – Glossary – Index.

Bibles

B1 £11.50NEW! 
Usborne Children’s Bible. Hbk. cushion touch.
143pp. A beautifully illustrated bible, colourful with
large print. Great for reading to pre-school children
and easy to read for the older child. Old and New
Testament stories. An absolute must have for any child
being introduced to the Bible. Illustrations by Linda
Edwards. Retold by Heather Amery.

B3 £11.99
King James Version. Hbk, 1,274pp. Standard text,
blue jacket. Attractively priced, no-nonsense text
suitable for bookshelf or pew. One of Cambridge
University Press’s most popular editions.190 x
133mm. (7½ x 5¼ inches). 

B4 £28.99
King James Version As B3 but bound in luxury Black
French Morocco leather, with ribbon marker and gilt
edges.

For Young People/Educational

YP2 £2.50
The Young Family’s Guide To The Prayer Book. Elaine
Bishop. Sbk, 48pp. An introduction for children and
parents coming to the BCP for the first time. 

600 £3.00
Wallchart Full colour, lavishly illustrated, showing the
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century development of
the BCP in relation to the history of the period.  
A useful resource for children and of course for
History and RE departments and Sunday Schools.

Stationery

R1 £0.50
PBS ERASER:  Have your sins been rubbed out?  If you
are not sure, perhaps one of these PBS erasers can
help! Shaped like a miniature Prayer Book measuring
approximately 40mm x 30mm, they bear the slogan
‘For undoing those things which we ought not to
have done’ and the name of the Society (Colour: Red).

S4 £3.00 Pack of ten
Notelets. Showing a full colour photograph of the
charming St James’ Church, Chipping Campden
surrounded by rolling countryside in high summer,
these blank notelets are suitable for many occasions.
Pack of ten cards with envelopes.

Badges, Ties and Umbrellas

LP1 £2.50
Lapel Badge. Promote the PBS by wearing a lapel
badge. Designed in the shape of the PBS logo. Deep
red hard enamel, gold coloured lettering and edges,
butterfly clutch, 15mm x 15mm.

T1 £14.00
PBS TIE. Dark blue background, patterned with
maroon logo and yellow PBS lettering. Polyester. 
9cm (3½ inches) wide.   

U1/U2 £9.95each
PBS Umbrellas. Promote the PBS and keep yourself
dry. Available in two colours: Lilac (Code U1)
(as shown being given to the Archbishop of
Canterbury on the cover of the Journal, Advent 2008)
and Burgundy (Code U2).  Both have the PBS Logo
and quotation: ‘Thou, O God, sentest a gracious rain
upon thine inheritance: and refreshed it when it was
weary.’ (Psalm 68.9). 

Church Management

401 £10.99
A Handbook For Churchwardens And Parochial
Church Councillors. Kenneth M Macmorran and
Timothy J Briden (2015). Sbk, 182pp. For
churchwardens and PCC members. 

402 £20.00
Practical Church Management (2nd Edition) James
Behrens. (2005) Sbk, 524pp. The new edition of this
comprehensive, practical guide for clergy, the PCC and
churchwardens.  From what should happen at Sunday
services to finance and repairs, security and insurance,
to child protection, food hygiene, VAT, and more. 

701 £11.99 
A Guide to the Church of England. Martin Davie.
(2008) Sbk, 249pp. A wide-ranging guide to the
history, structure and institutions of the C of E,
covering everything from how to address a Dean to
the Thirty Nine Articles. ‘Pretty much all you need to
know about the C of E is here...Warmly
recommended.’ Church Times 

1662 Prayer Books (Cambridge University Press)
All BCPs sold at 17.5% less than CUP list price

60/61/62 £8.30
Standard (Pew) Ed. Hbk. Imitation Leather. Size 136 x
86 mm (5 5/16 x 3 3/8 inches).  704 pp. BLACK:
Code 60,   BRIGHT RED: Code 61,   DARK BLUE:
Code 62

64 £42.90
Standard Ed. (1662) BLACK FRENCH MOROCCO
LEATHER Page size as standard edition above. Gilt
edges. Ribbon marker.   

65 £42.90
Standard Ed. (1662) WHITE GIFT EDITION,
MOROCCO LEATHER. Page size as standard edition as
above. Silver edges. Leather over board.

69 £12.45
Standard Ed. (1662) WHITE GIFT EDITION. Hbk.
Choice of presentation pages. Page size as above. Gilt
edges. Imitation leather over boards.

71 £12.35
Enlarged Ed. (1662) Hbk, in BURGUNDY Imitation
Leather. Page numbering as Standard Edition. Page size
167 x 115 mm (6½ x 4½ inches).

72 £52.90
Enlarged Ed. (1662) Hbk, in BLACK FRENCH
MOROCCO LEATHER. Page numbering as Standard
Ed. Gilt Edges, ribbon marker, Presentation pages. Page
size 167 x 115 mm (6½ x 4½ inches).
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70 £7.45
The Shorter Prayer Book (1946). Hbk, in GREEN. An
abridged form of the 1662 BCP, containing the orders
of service most often required, the Psalms, and some
of the 1928 alternatives (incl. marriage). Page size
140 x 90 mm (5½ x 3½ inches).

If you wish to order 20 or more BCPs please contact the office

CDs

PACK 1 £10.94CD + booklet
*SPECIAL OFFER* Buy Code C112 Matins CD and
Code 205 Annotated Morning Prayer booklet together
and save £3.00 (List Price £13.94). Use Code PACK 1
to order.

PACK 2 £9.99CD + booklet
*SPECIAL OFFER* Buy Code C110 Evening Prayer CD
and Code 108 Annotated Evening Prayer booklet
together and save £3.00 (List Price £12.99). Use Code
PACK 2 to order.  

C100 £10.00
Choral Eucharist For Trinity Sunday. Full 1662
service. Choir of the Chapel of the Royal Naval
College, Greenwich. Organist Nicholas Johnson.
Settings by Merbecke, the Ordinary by Stanford in C
and F, with anthems by Lloyd, Wood, and Harris.
Single CD

C101 £12.95
The Cranmer Legacy 1662-2012.  Single CD Choir of
St Michael at the North Gate, The City Church of
Oxford.  Conductor:  Tom Hammond-Davies.
Organist: Ben Bloor. Celebrating 350 years of the Book
of Common Prayer. The CD features previously
unrecorded music by Ralph Vaughan Williams and
Paul Spicer and the rarely heard ‘A Short Requiem’ by
Sir Henry Walford Davies in memory of those who fell
in the First World War. Includes: Te Deum, Benedictus,
Jubilate Deo, Kyrie, Agnus Dei, Magnificat, Nunc
Dimittis.  

C110 £9.99
EVENING PRAYER  **BESTSELLER**The authoritative
recording of Evensong with nothing left out and none
of those niggling and distracting changes so often
made. Sung, said and recorded by those responsible
for the Society’s companion and bestselling Matins CD
(below). Contains as an appendix the little-heard
alternative canticles. Perfect for worship, pleasure and
propaganda. Single CD.  

C112 £9.99
MATINS with Ensemble 1685  **BESTSELLER** The
long-awaited sparkling recording of this sadly
uncommon service: complete Choral Matins with no
corners cut, nothing added, nothing subtracted.
Beautiful clear singing from Ensemble 1685. A joy to
listen to repeatedly, pass around your PCC, and give to
friends. Full accompanying notes. Single CD.

C113 £3.00
PBS Blackburn Branch Festival 2012 Holy
Communion and Evensong. Marking the exact
anniversary of the passing of the Act of Uniformity in
1662.  Celebrant: The Bishop of Blackburn, Preacher:
Lord Hope, former Archbishop of York. To add to the
sense of occasion all words and music of the HC
service were ‘about’ in the second half of the
seventeenth century. Sung by Octavius to Merbecke’s
setting. Playing time 125 mins. Double CD.

Please ensure that you use the latest booklist when ordering,as we
have new titles and some books are no longer available. For a look
at book jackets, umbrella colours and cards please go to our

website: www.pbs.org.uk/online-shop

Please make cheques payable to PBS TRADING LTD or pay by
Switch/ Maestro/ Mastercard/ Visa/ Delta and send your order to:
PBS TRADING LTD, THE STUDIO, COPYHOLD FARM, 

GORING HEATH, READING RG8 7RT
Any queries please contact us on 01189 842582 

or e-mail: pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk
or visit our website @ www.pbs.org.uk

YOUR NAME

ADDRESS

Phone No. (in case
of query)

Please add a note if the despatch address is different
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Bath and Wells
Candlelit Evensong will be sung by visiting choirs at
St Mary the Virgin, Orchardleigh, on the Sundays of
18th June, 16th July, 20th August and 17th
September. On Thursday, 15th June, Choral Evensong
for the Feast of Corpus Christi will be held at
Tewkesbury Abbey. The service will be preceded by
talks by the Chaplain of Dulwich College and by Prof.
Peter Coxon, formerly Secretary of the Bath and Wells
Branch. The Musica Deo Sacra festival will be held at
Tewkesbury Abbey from Monday, 31st July to Sunday,
6th August. From Sunday, 20th August to Sunday,
27th August, the Festival of Music within the Liturgy
will be held at Edington Priory Church. On Sunday,
8th October, there will be Choral Evensong in the
Chapel of Forde Abbey, sung by the Harmonia
Singers. The Branch AGM will be held in the
afternoon. On Tuesday, 7th November, Solemn
Evensong will be held in Merton College Chapel at
6.15 p.m, followed by a reception and dinner. 
After tea in the College Theatre there will be a lecture
by Jonathan Griffiths, a doctoral student of Prof.
Diarmaid MacCulloch.

Exeter
Saturday, 17th June: Exeter
Branch AGM at The Pearson
Room, Exeter Cathedral. 11.00
a.m. Prayers & Tour of the
Cathedral. 12.15/12.30 p.m.
Lunch. 2.15 p.m. AGM followed
by address by the Rt Revd Martin
Shaw (retired Bishop of Argyll &
The Isles): ‘The revival of
Anglican Religious Communities
& The Anglo-Catholic use of The
Book of Common Prayer’. 4.00
p.m. Evensong (said) in The Lady
Chapel.

Saturday, 23rd September:
Evensong at 3.00 p.m. at St
Bartholomew’s Church, Nymet
Rowland, Nr Crediton. Evensong
will be conducted by the
Chairman, the Revd Preb. Paul
Hancock. Afternoon Tea to follow
by kind invitation of Mrs Victoria
Littlewood at her home (opposite

the church). Everyone welcome to attend.
Saturday, 21st October: Evensong at St James

Church, Avonwick, South Brent at 3.00 p.m. followed
by Tea at Black Hall, Avonwick by kind invitation of
Mrs Marigold Seager-Berry. Evensong will be
conducted by the Chairman, the Revd Preb. Paul
Hancock. Everyone welcome to attend.

Wakefield
Saturday, 5th August, 2.45 p.m.: Lammastide
Evensong at St Thomas, Heptonstall (Bus 596 departs
from Hebden Bridge at 2.15 p.m.). The hilltop village
is in itself worth a visit, with a café, inns and a
museum in the former grammar school, along with
the roofless medieval church alongside the ‘new’
Victorian one. 

Saturday, 30th September, 2.45 p.m.:
Michaelmas Festival at St Aidan’s, Skelmanthorpe.
Sung Communion, refreshments, general meeting.

All welcome at both events.

Forthcoming Events
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Prayer Book Quiz Competition

The following quotations are all from rubrics in the Book of
Common Prayer. Can you identify the service from which they are
taken?

1. and be in charity with all the world
2. the Bishop shall surcease
3. read with a loud voice
4. by some standing by
5. the people repeating after him every petition
6. or some other discreet persons
7. after the first collect at Morning or Evening Prayer
8. then the Archbishops and Bishops present
9. after the sermon or homily ended
10. and pay to them or him all ecclesiastical duties
11. as the time and present exigence will suffer
12. while these sentences are in reading

Readers are invited to send their answers to
pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk or The Studio, Copyhold Farm, Goring
Heath, Reading RG8 7RT. Winners and answers in the next edition.



Are you proud of your country
and her glorious history?

Then why not become a member of
The Royal Society of St George.

Membership provides an opportunity
to take part in our determination to

honour England and Englishness, and
to celebrate our nation and its

achievements.

The Aims of Our Society:
- To respect the Monarchy; Duty to our Sovereign and our Country
- The cause of England and Englishness
In accordance with our Constitution, the Objects of the Society are:
1. To foster the love of England and to strengthen England and the Commonwealth by spreading the knowledge

of English history, traditions and ideals.
2. To keep fresh the memory of those, in all walks of life, who have served England or the Commonwealth in the

past in order to inspire leadership in the future.
3. To combat all activities likely to undermine the strength of England or the Commonwealth.
4. To further English interests everywhere to ensure that St. George’s Day is properly celebrated and to provide

focal points the world over where English men and woman may gather  together.

For more information or a brochure on the Society, please contact us at Head Office: 
Address: The Royal Society of St George, Enterprise House, 10 Church Hill, Loughton, Essex IG10 1LA, England 
Telephone: 020 3225 5011  -  Fax: 020 8508 4356  -  Email: info@royalsocietyofstgeorge.com  -  Website: www.royalsocietyofstgeorge.com 
Facebook page–www.facebook.com/RoyalSocietyofStGeorge -Twitter account- @RSStGeorge - LinkedIn– The Royal Society of St George Official Group

Subscriptions: Full UK Individual Membership: £25.00 p.a  - Full UK Joint Membership: £35.00 p.a  –  Other memberships are available.
For your subscription you will receive a membership pack with a unique RSStG badge, membership card, car sticker, welcome letter from our Chairman,
information on the Society, including members’ benefits, St George’s Day petition form and two previous issues of our Journal. Thereafter you will receive 3 copies
of our Journal per year, updates via e-mail and you can become involved in the many events and activities that are held around the country.

Membership Application Form
Name:……………………....................................…………..............................................................…….Email:…………….…........................…………….........

Address:……………………………….........................................................................................................................……………………………….......................

..........................................................................................................................................Postcode:………...............…………………Tel no:…................…..........

Where did you hear about the Society:…………………………...................................…………………... 

I / We wish to further the Aims and Objectives of the Society (as printed in the ‘St George For England’ Journal) and now apply for membership of 

The Royal Society of St. George. Signature:……..………………..…………………………..…...  Date:...........……………………

Our Society is non-political, non-racist, non-sectarian and membership is open to all those who agree with our aims and objectives.
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Branch Contacts
• BATH & WELLS:

Mr Ian Girvan, 59 Kempthorne Lane,
Bath BA2 5DX 
Tel: 01225 830663 
iangirvan@me.com

• BIRMINGHAM:
Please contact the office, Copyhold
Farm

• BLACKBURN:
Mr Christopher Norton, 
26 Handsworth Road, Blackpool
Lancashire FY1 2RQ
Tel: 01253 623338
cjnblackpool@btinternet.com

• BRISTOL:
Mr Roger Tucker, 18 Springfield
Grove, Westbury Park, Bristol BS6
7XQ 
Tel: 0117 9248629 
email: rogertucker@live.co.uk
Membership Secretary: Mrs Joyce
Morris, 29 St John’s Road, Clifton,
Bristol  BS8 2HD

• CANTERBURY:
Mr Derek Tee, 111 Rough Common
Road, Canterbury CT2 9DA
Tel: 01227 463903 
derekmrtee@gemail.com

• CARLISLE:
Membership Secretary: Mrs Kate
East, 10 Fernwood Drive, Kendal
LA9 5BU
Tel: 01539 725055

• CHELMSFORD:
Please contact the office, Copyhold
Farm

• CHESTER:
Mr J. Baldwin, Rosalie Farm, Church
Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire  CW5
6EF
Tel: 01270 528487
mdsc187@aol.com

• CHICHESTER:
CHICHESTER EAST
Mr Benjamin Tyler, Browning Manor,
Blackboys, East Sussex TN22 5HG
Tel: 07505 650754
benjamin.tyler@yahoo.co.uk
CHICHESTER WEST
Mrs Valerie Dane, 225 Chichester
Road, Bognor Regis PO21 5AQ
Tel: 01243 827330
valerie.225@btinternet.com

• COVENTRY:
Mr David East, 38 The Park Paling,
Cheylesmore, Coventry CV3 5LJ 
Tel: 024 7650 4339
demeasts@hotmail.com

• DERBY:
Please contact the office, Copyhold
Farm

• DURHAM:
Mrs Rosemary Hall, 23 Beatty
Avenue, Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE2
3QN
Tel: 0191 285 7534
hallrosyhall@aol.com

• ELY:
Mr P. K. C. White, The Orchard
House, 12 Thrift’s Walk, Old
Chesterton, Cambridge  CB4 1NR
Tel: 01223 324176
pkcwhite@waitrose.com

• EXETER:
Mrs Esme Heath, Brookfield,
Stokenham, Kingsbridge, Devon
TQ7 2SL
Tel: 01548 580615
esme.heath@sky.com

• GLOUCESTER:
Miss S.M. Emson, 38 Gloucester
Road, Stratton, Cirencester GL7 2JY
Tel: 01285 654591
susanemson@gmail.com

• GUILDFORD:
Dr John Verity, 65 Chart Lane,
Reigate RH2 7EA
Tel: 01737 210792 
hjverity@doctors.org.uk

• HEREFORD:
Mr Noel Manns, Llangrove House,
Near Ross on Wye, Herefordshire
HR9 5HA
Tel: 01989 770297

• LEEDS (BRADFORD):
Please contact the office, Copyhold
Farm

• LEEDS (RIPON & LEEDS):
Mr J. R. Wimpress, Bishopton Grove
House, Bishopton, Ripon  HG4 2QL
Tel: 01765 600888
bgh@ripon.org

• LEEDS (WAKEFIELD):
The Revd Philip Reynolds, St Aidan’s
Vicarage, Radcliffe Street,
Skelmanthorpe, Huddersfield  HD8
9AF
Tel: 01484 863232
life.draw@virgin.net

• LEICESTER:
Mrs S. Packe-Drury-Lowe, 35 Green
Lane, Seagrave, Loughborough  LE12
7LU
Tel: 01509 815262
ritaphillips@gmail.com

• LICHFIELD:
Please contact the office, Copyhold
Farm

• LINCOLN:
Please contact the office, Copyhold
Farm

• LIVERPOOL:
Please contact the office, Copyhold
Farm

• LONDON & SOUTHWARK: 
Mr Paul Meitner, c/o the PBS office,
Copyhold Farm
Tel: 020 7212 6394
paul.meitner@uk.pwc.com

• MANCHESTER:
Please contact the office, Copyhold
Farm

• NEWCASTLE:
Mrs Rosemary Hall, 23 Beatty

Avenue, Newcastle-upon-Tyne  NE2
3QN
Tel: 0191 285 7534
hallrosyhall@aol.com

• NORWICH:
Mrs A. Wilson, The Old Rectory,
Burston Road, Dickleburgh, Diss,
Norfolk  IP21 4NN
Tel: 01379 740561

• OXFORD:
Mr J. B. Dearing, 27 Sherman Road,
Reading, Berkshire RG1 2PJ
Tel: 0118 958 0377
gpwild@btconnect.com

• PETERBOROUGH:
Mr Alan Palmer, 2 Lime Street, 
Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire
NN9 5SH
alan.palmer4@btinternet.com 

• PORTSMOUTH: Please see
Winchester & Portsmouth

• ROCHESTER:
27 Long Meadow, Riverhead,
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 2QY
Tel: 01732 461462
joannacomer@btinternet.com

• ST ALBANS:
Dr Matthew A Clarke, 12 Kilby Road,
Stevenage SG1 2LT
Tel: 07866 430604
austin81clarke@gmail.com

• ST EDMUNDSBURY & IPSWICH:
Mr Anthony C. Desch, 4 Byfield Way,
Bury St Edmunds IP33 2SN
Tel: 01284 755355
anthonycdesch@gmail.com

• SALISBURY:
Mrs Lucy Pearson, 10 Briar Close,
Wyke, Gillingham, Dorset  SP8 4SS
Tel: 01747 825392
lucypearson@waitrose.com

• SHEFFIELD:
Miss Rosemary Littlewood, Railway
House, Hazlehead, Sheffield  S36 4HJ
Tel: 01226 764092
rowood@waitrose.com

• SODOR & MAN:
Mrs Clare Faulds, The Lynague,
German, Isle of Man IM5 2AQ
Tel: 01624 842045
faulds.clare@gmail.com

• SOUTHWARK:
Please see London & Southwark

• SOUTHWELL & NOTTINGHAM: 
Mr A.F. Sunman, 1 Lunn Lane, South
Collingham, Newark NG23 7LP
Tel: 01636 893975
adriansunman@lineone.net

• TRURO:
Mr J. St Brioc Hooper, 1 Tregarne
Terrace, St Austell  PL25 4BE
Tel: 01726 76382
j.stbrioc@btinternet.com

• WINCHESTER & PORTSMOUTH:
Mrs Nikki Sales, 19 Heath Road
South, Locks Heath, Southampton
SO31 6SJ

Tel: 01489 570899
• WORCESTER:

Please contact the office, Copyhold
Farm

• YORK:
Mrs Margaret Hammersley, 
5 Maplehurst Avenue, York YO31 8JA
Tel: 01904 636512
ajhmeh@btinternet.com

• NORTH WALES:
The Revd Neil Fairlamb, 5 Tros-yr-
afon, Beaumaris, Anglesey  LL58 8BN
Tel: 01248 811402
rheithor@spamarrest.com

• SOUTH WALES:
Please contact the office, Copyhold
Farm

• CHANNEL ISLANDS: Please see
Winchester & Portsmouth

• OVERSEAS MEMBERS:
Mrs Sally Tipping, Woodland Cross
Cottage, Woodland Head, Yeoford,
Crediton, Devon  EX17 5HE
tippingsc@gmail.com

AFFILIATED BRANCHES
• IRELAND: Please contact the office,

Copyhold Farm
• SOUTH AFRICA: Please contact the

office, Copyhold Farm

SISTER SOCIETIES
• AUSTRALIA:

Miss Margaret Steel, 9/63 O'Sullivan
Road, Rose Bay, NSW 2029
mste8801@bigpond.net.au
Mr F. Ford, PO Box 2, Heidelberg,
Victoria, 3084, Australia
Mrs Joan Blanchard, 96 Devereux
Road, Beaumont, South Australia,
5066, Australia

• CANADA:
The Prayer Book Society of Canada,
P.O. Box 38060, 1430 Prince of
Wales Drive, Ottawa, Ontario, K2C
3Y7, Canada  www.prayerbook.ca

• SCOTLAND:
Mr J. C. Lord, 11 Melrose Gardens,
Glasgow G20 6RB
Tel: 0141 946 5045
jcl30@btinternet.com

• UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
The Prayer Book Society, P.O. Box 137
Jenkintown, PA 19046-0137, USA 
www.pbsusa.org
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