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THE CRANMER AWARDS 2023/4

When do the awards take place?

Heats for the Finals will be held
on Thursday 16th November
2023 at4.30pmin StJohn's
Devizes. There are £30,£20 &
f10 book tokens for the first,
second and third places in both
the Junior and Senior sections,
together with a certificate and
Book of Common Prayer.

Winners go on to the National
Finals at Hampton Court Palace
on February 24th 2024 where
they will recite the passages
they have previously read. There
are prizes of £250 each for the
winners of the Senior and Junior
classes.

The pandemic had an adverse
effect on spoken language
development for many children -
taking partin these awards is an
opportunity for them to redress
the balance.

There is no entry fee.

The attached pamphlets
indicate what the judges

are looking for and provide
examples of suitable passages
which must be taken from the
1662 edition of the Prayer Book.

Early in September there will be
ameeting in both the Sherborne
and Devizes areas to provide
guidance for prospective
candidates and another at the
end of October, 2 or 3 weeks
before the Heats take place.

Further information from:-
The Reverend Gerry Lynch.
rev@gerrylynch.co.uk

Roey Paige
roeypaige@btinternet.com
Phone:- 07886 228102;
01258 821197.

The winner of each class in each
diocesan heat will be eligible to
compete in the National Finals.
The 2024 final will take place
on Saturday 24th February at
Hampton Court Palace.

There will be an official
timekeeper and accuracy
checker.

Any deviations, inaccuracies or
time faults will be given to the
Judge who will deduct marks as
appropriate.



The judges will use the following
criteria and marking scheme:

Clarity and projection: 20
Pace, use of pause and

emphasis: 20
Fluency and rhythm: 20

Natural, intelligent
communication of meaning: 20

Secure, accurate reading: 20

Total deviation from the 1662
BCP: Disqualification

N.B.—The whole of the Book of
Common Prayer is available at:
www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-worship/worship/book-
of-common-prayer

Sections printed from this
source will be acceptable for the
competitor's use.

More about the Cranmer
Awards

Scan the QR code with the
camera on your smartphone.

Why take part?

A former competitor and now
judge said;

‘It gave me self confidence and an
ability to speak articulately - it’s
really fundamental and I've noticed
with my peers, who haven't been so
fortunate to have experiences like
this, that they struggle a lot more
with public speaking’

How is this old fashioned
language relevant?

She goes on to explain:-

‘Yes some of the language is old
fashioned but if you're speaking
about IT or Finance in the real
world, that’s also in a bit of a code.
So I think that being able to under-
stand something that was written
in not everyday English and be able
to get the meaning across and the
sense across through how you're it,
is a very important skill.

She concludes saying:-
‘Definitely do it. Give it a go”’

Comments from this year's
winner

‘I've loved the whole experience. |
entered to practice my public
speaking skills, gain some
confidence, meet new people and
learn more about the history of the
Book of Common Prayer. It’s been a
lot of fun’






