The Thomas Cranmer Poetry Competition — Rules and regulations

Original Work: Poems MUST be original and not previously published or submitted elsewhere.
Submission Limit: One poem per person.

Age categories —by 1°tFebruary 2027

Age 11 yrs to 15 yrs

Age 15 yrsto 18 yrs

We MUST have the email address and contact details for your responsible adult. This will be used for all
communications.

Online entries only, please do not send in the post.
UK and Ireland entries only and must be written in English.

Prohibition of Al generated work. We will use an Al checker/detector to make sure that the poem is not Al
assisted.

Closing date for entries is Sunday 6" December 2026 12.00pm

Poems will be judged by a panel of four independent judges. Three finalists from each age group will be
chosen to enter the final.

All entries are judged anonymously.

Winners that have been shortlisted to the final will be published on the Cranmer page of the PBS website
on Thursday 10* December 2026.

Winners that are shortlisted are invited to attend the Cranmer Awards Final on Saturday 27" February
2027 in York but do not need to attend. Your poem will still be entered and you will be notified by

telephone/email.

The poems will be displayed at the National Cranmer Awards Final and will be judged by all attendees
through voting cards.

There will be a 1%, 2", and 3™ place in the junior and senior categories. This will be announced after the
Cranmer awards winners are announced.

Prize money will be 15t £150, 2™ £100, 3™ £50.00. This will be made by the Prayer Book Society.
All poems must be typed and printed in black ink and single-spaced.

All poems must have a title and must not exceed 50 lines in length (excluding the title) and must be about
Thomas Cranmer.

Poems will not be returned, so please keep copies. No alteration may be made to poems once entered.

The judges are unable to comment on individual entries. The judges’ decision is final and neither the
judges nor the competition organisers will enter into correspondence.



The competition organisers reserve the right to change a judge without notice and not to award prizes if, in
their opinion, such an action is justified.

Criteria and marking scheme.

1.Content and Theme: Judges evaluate the originality, depth, and relevance of the poem to the
chosen theme.

2. Originality and Creativity: Unique style and perspective are highly valued. Creativity in expression can set
a poem apart from other entries.

3. Structure and Form: A strong poem should have a clear structure that complements its contents. Judges
asses the use of lines, rhyme, rhythm, and repetition to enhance the poem's impact.

4. Language and Word Choice: Words should be carefully selected to covey emotion, imagery and
intention. Effective use of poetic devices, metaphors and concise language.

5. Emotional and Intellectual Impact: Judges look for poems
That may move, enlighten, entertain and create a
strong emotional or intellectual response.

6. Prohibition of Al-generated work: Poems will be subject to an Al checker/detector. lf the work is proven
to be Al then the entry will be disqualified.



