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Thursday 11 - Saturday 13 September 2025

Royal Agricultural University, Stroud Road, Cirencester, GL7 6JS

The Prayer Book Society Conference

Please book early to avoid disappointment

Residential and non-residential options

Non-members welcome

Arrivals & Registration from 3.00pm

Generous bursaries available for 

Licensed Clergy, Ordinands & Under 30’s 

The Creeds and the Christian Life

Online booking pbs.org.uk/events



Photos: (Clockwise from top left) Mark Smith, Tom Woolford, 
Cally Hammond, Jo Kershaw.  Credits: Chris Boland,  
Haskan Kaya, All Saints’ New Longton, Nick Clarke

Full Residential Conference  

per head 

 Standard room 	 £265 

(Please state if a twin room is required. 

Cost is the same per head)

Other Residential Options 

 Half day Thurs & Thurs night 11 Sept 

(tea, dinner, and B&B)	 £120 

 

 Full day Friday & Fri night	 £130  

(coffee, lunch, tea, wine reception, dinner, B&B)	

Non-Residential Options 

 Non-Resident all three days	 £175 

(all meals etc. and wine reception)

 Non-Resident Thursday 11th  

(half day with tea & dinner)	 £55

 Non-Resident Friday 12th  

(full day with coffee, lunch, tea, wine reception & 
dinner)	 £90

 Non-Resident Saturday 13th	 £30 

(coffee, lunch)

The PBS is offering a limited number of 
bursaries for clergy, ordinands and people 

under 30 to attend the full residential 

conference for a fee of only £50, or £25 for 

non-residents. 

To apply for a bursary, please email  

pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk (or apply in writing 

to Copyhold Farm) before 31 July 2025. 

Applicants should state their qualiȑcation for 
a bursary, eg. ‘First year ordinand at Wycliffe 
Hall’. 

It is expected that recipients of Conference 

bursaries will become full members of the 

Prayer Book Society. 

We are dependent on the generosity of our 

members to make this possible. If you are 

booking for the conference and would like 

to make an additional donation towards the 

bursary fund, please tick the appropriate box 

on the next page. 

Conference BursariesBooking Form  
(all include registration fee)

The Conference& its Theme

2025 marks the 1700th anniversary of the 

Council of Nicaea, the ȑrst Ecumenical Council 
of the Christian Church, which was held in 

Nicaea (now Iznik, Turkey) in the year 325. 

The statement of the faith that we know as 

the Nicene Creed originated in the Council, 

though it was later amended at the First 

Council of Constantinople in 381.

In honour of this signiȑcant anniversary, 
our conference will focus on the historical 

development and theological signiȑcance 
of this key text which the Book of Common 

Prayer envisages will be said at every 

celebration of Holy Communion. 

We will explore how the Creed reached the 

Prayer Book in the form that we know today, 

and reflect on what it teaches us about the 
nature of God. 

We will also think about the use of the Creeds 

in contemporary parish life, particularly in 

catechesis and in shaping the faith of present-

day disciples. 

Our ȑnal session will focus on that other, 
much neglected Creed found in the Prayer 

Book, the Creed of St Athanasius.

The Christian Creeds, as found in the Book of 

Common Prayer, represent a spiritual anchor 

which keep present-day believers ȑrmly 
united to the historic Faith. Our hope is that 

our engagement with these ancient liturgical 

texts will strengthen and enrich our faith in 

the living God.

Keynote Speakers

The Revd Dr Mark Smith,

Dean of Clare College, Cambridge

 The Revd Dr Cally Hammond,

Dean of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge
 

The Revd Dr Tom Woolford,

Vicar of All Saints’, New Longton,  
Diocese of Blackburn,  & Tutor in Theology  
at Emmanuel Theological College
 

The Revd Dr Jo Kershaw,

Tutor in Liturgy, College of the Resurrection, Mirǽeld, & 
Director of the Mirǽeld Liturgical Institute
 

A series of devotional addresses will be given  

during conference services

 

The Chaplain to the conference will be the Revd 

Jonathan Beswick 

Vicar of St Peter’s, London Docks.

The conference begins with 

Evensong on Thursday, 11 Sept 
(registration from 3.00pm) and 

ȑnishes after Saturday lunch.
All bedrooms are single 

en-suite (unless Twin-bedded 

is requested, which will be the 

same price per person). If you 
require a ground floor room, have 
accessibility requirements or need 
a special diet, please indicate on the 

booking form. 

The College has ample 

parking. If you are travelling by 
train please indicate on the form. 

We will arrange for trains at 

main arrival times to be met by 

taxis at Kemble station (approx. 

3 miles away). All fares are 

payable to the driver. Taxis will 

also be arranged for the return 

journey.

Please note that it may not 

be possible to return deposits if 

bookings are cancelled after the 
closing date.

August 22 is the booking 

deadline. Places and 

accommodation are available 

on a ȑrst come ȑrst served 
basis. Attendees will receive 

further information ahead of the 

conference.



Personal details

Name(s)_ ________________________________________________________________  

Christian name and surname for each person 

Address (inc Postcode)_ ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Telephone (home) _____________________ (mobile)___________________________

E-mail___________________________________________________________________

Please state dietary requirements____________________________________________  

Other requirements eg. Ground floor room, Twin room required; mobility issues; 
________________________________________________________________________

 I expect to travel by train

 I am paying the full amount of £ ________

 I enclose a £65 deposit (per person) & will pay the balance of £ ____________ by 22 Aug 25. 

 I wish to make an additional donation of £ __________  to the Conference bursary fund. 

 I enclose a cheque for £ ___________   made payable to The Prayer Book Society.

 Please charge my debit/credit card with the sum of £ ____________

We accept Visa; Visa Debit; Electron; MasterCard; and Maestro. We do not accept American 
Express. 

Expiry date Security number

Please return booking form to;  

The Prayer Book Society, The Studio, Copyhold Farm, Lady Grove,  

Goring Heath, Reading RG8 7RT. 

Card Holder’s signature ____________________________________________________

Enquires: 01189 842582


